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SERMON 


PREACHED 
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Saim PE T E R's Doy, &c. 


M artrz. XVI. 18. beginning. 


And I ſay alſo unto thee , that thou art 
Peter, end upon this Rock I will build 


my Church. 


HE Text, as we call it, is part of 
the Goſpel for this Day ; and accor- 
ding to the Interpretation which 
ſome give of it, it is the whole Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt: Theſe two Words, 
PETERand CHURCH being fo comprehen- 

ſive, that if they be well learnt, there needs no 

further pains to come acquainted with all the reſt 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 
A 3 _ oy 
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For in PETER, who they fay is the Rock 
here ſpoken of, all the Biſhops of Rome, in 
all fucceding Ages, are included ; who inherit . 
the very ſane mop tive. which vs. Pere _ nad | 
-. by Aki, ay aYan 6f the Charch.- 

a 


> is Ry gel ba far 


the An Mes _ yt wg - From whom 
all EccleGdſtical Fekec ts derived unto - al other 
Paſtors of the Church. Over whom, and conſe- 
gently over all Chriftians,, he hath aA Soveraign 
Anthony; 0 declare the Rule of Faich, to deter- 
caF Books of Scripture, atif the 
Tre keiomary Word: In brief, To be as infallible 
a Guide in the way to-Heaven, as Saint Peter - 
was. So that if any Man- would know infalli- 
bly, what tha Qlreftiar Religion is, he nevd be at 
no more trouble, but only to enquire of that 


Ghurdt Whick ;adheres: to him as: the tion, 
apd. reſign:up himſelf to:the belief of. w it 
_— , becauſe it cannot poſſibly teach him 
a S 


Theſe are wonderful things, and we are high- 
nd ae ak Oracd of.cer ion 
enough in of our our, . 

tor the Church of Rome to raiſe upon 'it ſo 
large, fo high, —_—_— a Structure to it ſelf, 
as this 1s. e, if it appear that our Lord 
did-give, not only to Saint Peter, but to all the 
Reman Biſhops, and to them alone, this Univer- 
{al-Paſtorſhip and Power, to Teach, to-Rule and 
Govern all Chriſtians, of whatſoever fort they 


_— 
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be; we mult without any Contradidtion , obeti- 
ently ſubmit unto it.; and have not ſo much as 
this liberty left us, To enquire whether the Roman 
p94; wing not extend their Power too far, in com- 
ing us to do thoſe things which are dire&tly 
contrary to the Commands of Him from whom 
all Power comes ; Becauſe, tho we think we ſee 
clearly that they do, yet we muſt not believe our 
own eyes, but them who tell us they do not. On 
the contrary, if it can be demonſtrated that our 
Savionr in theſe Words to St. Peter, did not confer 
any ſach power upon him, much leſs upon all that 
ſucceed in the Roman See, we ſhall di how 
little reaſon we have to cammit our ſelves to the 
Guidance of that Church which builds upon ſuch 
a fGndy Foundation: And that it is our certain 
duty to adhere to the Conſtitutions of this Church 
of Evaland , whereof we are Members ; which 
not only teaches, That no manner of Obedience and 
Subjetion is due to any ſuch Forreign Power ; but 
commands ys who are Miniſters in it, 7o «ſe the 
utmoſt of oun Wit, Knowledg, and Learning, pure! 
and fincerely, ( mithout any Colour or Di fn 
to teach, manifeſt, _ and declare; four times ever 
Tear ( at leaſt ) that all ſuch Power is for juſt Cauſes 
taken [es aud aboliſhed. 
In obedience to wh 


ich Injundion, which is the Av. 1603. 


very firſt Caxox of our Church, I ſhall in this Diſ- 
courſe endeavour, according to the beſt of my 
Underſtanding, and moſt diligent Enquiry, to give 
you the Genuine and Sincere Meaning of thoſe 


Words ( which are the prime Foundation of = 
hig 


ol ka: _ ; , J ; 
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high Claim now mentioned ) and that as they 


' Were expounded in the firſt and beſt. Times of 


the Churth ; when: the Doftors of it . were 
not engaged in thoſe unhsppy Controverſies, 
—_ now diſturb, or rather diſtract the Chriſtian 
World. 

And if 1 prove, That neither the Apoſtles after 
they heard' theſe Words from Chriſt, no not St. 
Peter himſelf, who is. ſaid to be moſt, nay only 
concerned in them ; nor the Ancient Biſhops that 
fucceeded them, no not the Biſhops of Rome them- 
ſelves, when they on purpoſe treat of theſe, Words, 
did think of afry ſuch Monarchy ( it thay.be truly 
called ) as is now built upon them ; you will con- 
clude, that this is a new Doctrine,” and that the 
Aſſerters and Maintainers of *it ,, 'not we 'who 
oppoſe it, deferve the Name” of Innovators in Reli- 


* F700, : ” gun s 
: And for the clearer Expoſition of them, I think 


it will be neceſſary, .. . 


' Firſt, Toobſerye the Occaſion upon which they 
were ſpoken ; and from thence rocedd _ 
Secondly , ' To ſhow in what fenſe they were 
anciently underſtood ; And | 
Laſtly, What -Inferences and Deduftions are 
neceſarily to be made from their Interpretations. 
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St. Pete r's Dey. 


_ PARTI. 
The Occaſi on of the Words. 


HE meaning of theſe Words of Chriſt will 
Sn et, 

t ion on Whi were : 
which was this. "The Opinion and Diſcourſe of the 
Country concerning our bleſſed Saviour ; which 
was thus reported to'him by his Diſciples, when 
he askt them about it, verſ. x4. Some ſay, that 
thou art John' the Baptiſt , ſome Elias , and others 
Jeremias, or one of the Prophets, That is, there 
were very various and uncertain Opinions concei- | 
ved of him ; for tho they all in general, he 
was a great Man; nay, a Man of God (as they cal- 
led the Prophets) yet they were not reſolved, much 
« xg 1n any particular determinate notion of 


To try , therefore, the Proficiency of thoſe 
who were conſtantly bred in his School, he asks 
what their Opinion was, verſ. 15. But whom ſay 
ye, that I am? Unto which Simon Peter makes 
this reply, verl. 16. Thou art Chriſt, the Son of 
the Living God. The Queſtion, ye may obſerve, 
is propounded to'them all, ' not to Peter alone. 
He doth not fay,”Peter, whom doſt thou ſay, that 7 
am 2 But he ſaith unto them, that is, to his Diſciples 
before mentioned, Whom ſay ye, that / am? Unto 
the ſame Pefſons of whom he enquired , Whom do 

+ | B 


men 


— 
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men ſay that T am > v. 13. He now faith, But whom 
ſay ye that I am > And yet the Anſwer to this Que- 
{tion is not returned by them all, or by ſeveral of 
them, as before ; but by one only, Simon Peter ax- 
ſwered and ſaid, &c. What ſhould be the reaſon of 
this? 

The plaineſt and moſt undoubted anſwer is, That 
there was no difference of Opinion among them, as 
there was among the common People ; but they were 
all of one mind in this matter, and therefore no 
more offered to ſpeak but one; becauſe they had 
all, but one thing to ſay, That he was Chri/t, the 
Son of the Living God. To the firſt Queſtion, one 
of them alone would not return an Anſwer , 
becauſe they had not all met with the ſame Opi- 
nion, but ſome with one , - ſome with another ; 
and therefore every one related what he had 
heard the People fay about him. But to this 


' Queſtion, they had but one Anſwer to make, 


being all agreed in one and the fame- Belief; and 
therefore, it was ſufficient for one to fi the 
mind of every one, to whom the Queſtion was 


ut. 

: But ſtill the Reaſon is demanded, why St. Peter 
rather than any of the reſt, made this Anſwer 2 
To which St. Chry/o/tom thinks it enough to reply, 
When men are moved by the Spirit to do or ſay a 
Thing , it is in ain to ask a Reaſon of it. Yet 
he, as well as others, have given us divers Rea- 
ſons which have a Foundation in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 


L Firſt, 


St. PaTz R's Day. 


E. Firſt, Becauſe he was more warm and forward 
than the reſt; of a zealous and active Spirit, which 
made him ready in Speech, and alt other Motions, 
as well as quick of Apprehenſion , and ardent in his 
Aﬀection. Many of the Fathers (a) have given (4) $'Hierom. 
this account of it, as well as St. Chryſoftome , who # /c- S. Cyril 
mentions it often ; and here particularly affirms it oo Lo 
to be the reaſon, why he /tepr, or rather /eaped Orar. 34. 
forth (as his word is) and prevented the reſt, in 
this Confeſſion. 
And if they had not told us this, the Story of the 
Goſpel water have furniſhed us with tex or twelve 
Inſtances of his forwardneſs, moſt of which are 
colleted by (5) St. Hierom, I will name but two (b) Mer. 14. 
or three. The firſt of them, is'mentioned in this 28. 
very Chapter, v. 22. When our Lord acquain- 
ting his Diſciples what things he ſhould fuffer, 
Peter, out of a certain heat, which was natural to 
him, and a vehement, but imprudent love to our 
Lord, ( as St. Chryſoſtoms words are ) takes upon 
him to chide we Lock for having ſuclr a purpoſe, 
adviſing him to be more favourable to himſelf. 
A ſecond inſtance is in the 14/h Chapter , where 
we read of his forwardneſs to go unto our Savi- 
our upon the Sea, tho he had not Faith enough to 
ſapport him there. A thrid, in his forwardnefs to 
draw his Sword on our Saviours defence, when 
the Soldiers laid hold on him in the Garden, 26. 
51. Theſe things ſhow his temper to have been 
{o warm and zealous, that we need no other Rea- 
ſon for his ſpeaking firſt, the mind of them all. 
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{s) Herefs |.1. 


(b) Ad An.31. 
”. xXxiii, 


IL. But others add —_— was ihe of = 
Company, being a married man w e ent 
into hw te Service. His Brother Andrew 
indeed, was firſt acquainted with our Saviour, 
Joh. x. 40, 41. But, when they were called to 
be his n+ ok Attendants, ( which was not till 
ſome time after ) Peter is mentioned before him, 
as the Elder of the two, St. Matth. iv. 18. Mark i. 
x6. Epiphanizs (a) indeed thinks otherwiſe, ma- 

ing Andrew the elder Brother ; but it is unrea- 
ſonable to follow his Opininon alone ( eſpeciall 
when he no Tradition for it ) agai 
the Senſe of many other Ancient Writers, who 
( Baronius (b ) confeſſes) lookt upon Peter as 
elder than him. Which St. Zierom gives. as the 
Reaſon , why St. Peter was preferred before St. 
John, the beloved Diſciple, to be the fr/t in the 
Order of the Apoſtles; becauſe he was the el- 
der. His words are very remarkable, and wor- 
thy to be read of all, in his firſt Book againſt 
Fovinian , Where he ſets forth the Prerogatives 
of St. John, as moſt dear to. our Saviour, be- 
cauſe he was a Virgin, and ſo continued. to. the 
end. Unto which he brings in his Adverfary 
objeting, That the Church was founded upox 
Peter, who was a married Man: Tho in ano- 
ther place ( faith, St. Hierom ) the very ſame is 
ſaid of all the Apoſtles, and they all received the 
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and the ſoli- 
dity of the Church was equally eſtabliſhed on eve- 
ry one of them. Tet a the Twelve, one was 
therefore choſen, that an Head being conſtitu- 
ted, 


St. Pere &'s Day: 


ted , all occhfion of Schiſm might be taken away. 
But why was not John, being a Virgin, choſen? 
This was yielded to his Age; for Peter was 
the Senior. Otherwiſe , he will have St. Fohn 
to have had the Preheminence, as it there fol- 
lows: Peter an» Apoſtle, and: John an Apoſtle ; 
a Married man, and a Batchelor : But Peter only an 
Apoſtle; John both an Apoſtle , and an Evangeliſt, 
and a Prophet. | 

Il. To which may be added, That he was 
the firſt of them all called to be Chriſts conſtant 
follower , as _ from what was now obſer- 
ved, That tho he was not the firſt that believed 
on Chriſt, yet he was the firſt that our Lord cak 
led from. his ſecular Employment, to wait u 
him, and tobe always with him; And es 
called by ſome of the Ancients, the firſt Fruits of * 


zeal, as the Reaſon of his ſpeaking, rather than 
the 
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{a) Epiſt. ad 
Cornel. 

(b) L. vi. in$. 
Luc. c.9. 


the reſt. For all of them could n& make an- 
ſwer to the Queſtion our Saviour here askt , 
without Confuſion ; and they all having but one 
thing to fay, therefore one ſpake for them all. 
And who fitter to be their Speaker, than he 
that was the Senior of all; the leading man of 
the Company ; whoſe Age and forward Zeal, and 
early entertainment into our Saviours family, had 

iven him the priority of place among the Apo- 

. | 


es? 

But obſerve then, That if he fpake becauſe: 
he was the Mouth of the reſt ( as the An- 
cient Opinion was ); then, as he ſpake the 
Senſe of them all, ſo he ſpake in all their 
Names: And that which he faid, was the voice 
of all the Apoſtles. For either he was not the 
Mouth of the Apoſtles; or his Confeſſion was 
the Confeſſion of the whole Body of the Apo- 
ſtles, who ſpake the fame in him. None of 
the Ancients, that I can find, doubted of this. 
St. Hierom, particularly, hath this note upon theſe 
words, Petrus ex perſona omnium Apoſtolorum, &c. 
Peter in the Perſon of all the Apoſtles confeſfeth, 
Thou att. Chriſt the Son of the Living God. And 
the: famous ſaying of St. Auſtin, is now grown 
ſo tamilar to all, that I need only Tranſlate it, 
Peter anſwers, one for all. 'Fhus St. Cyprian (a), 
and St. Ambroſe ( þ ), from whom this Senſe is 
tranſmitted down to. later times ; for Diony/tus 
Carthuſtanus follows it , whoſe words are theſe, in 
cur language, Peter as the Principal, gives the an- 
ſmer for them all. 


And 
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And there are two Reaſons the Fathers give 
for this; the one is a moral Reaſon, the other 
a myſtical, The Moral is, To avoid Confuſi- 
on; it being .unſeemly and diſorderly for all to 
ſpeak at once; therefore he being fiſh, ſpake the 
mind of them all. The Myſtical is, To denote 
the Unity that ſhould be among the Apoſtles 
(and conſequently the Unity of the Church, and 
of all that believe ) according to the Prayer of 
our Saviour, when he was about to leave the 
World, ( Job. XVii. 21.) That they all might be one, 
as He and the Father were one : That ſpeaking the 
fame thing, and perfealy agreeing in the DoQtrine 
they preached , the World might believe that the 
Father had ſent him. This was much in the 
thoughts of St. Cyprian (in more places than I can 
eaſily number) and other African Fathers, who 
followed after him. 

But I do not find any of thoſe Ancient Writers 
mention this as the reaſon of Peters ſpeaking, and 
not any of the reſt (which Bellarmine (a) makes () L. 1. de 
his peculiar Prerogative ) Becauſe he alone knew at Foie Rem: 
this time , that Feſus was the Eternal Son of God, © © 
St. Hilary in the Latin Church, and Bail of Seleu- 
cia in the Greek, were the firſt and only Perſons 
of any account, (who by the Rule of the Roman 
Church, ought not to be followed againſt the ſtream 
of ancient Interpreters ) that had in their minds 
this conceit. For Euthymius, who follows them, is 
of no conſideration for his Antiquity. 

What Advantage, they that contend for it, can 
make of this notion, I do not ſee; ( _— - 
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(b) Orat. II. 
contra Aria- 
0s. 


Chriſt did now reveal .this to St. Peter alone , 
it was that it might be known to them all) yer, 
Ido not think fit togrant it; becauleit is apparently 
againſt common Reaſon, and againſt the Hiſtory 
of the Goſpel, and againſt-the beſt and moſt an- 
cient Authority. 

x. In reaſon we cannot think the Apoſtles to 
have been ſuch dullards, (to uſe no harder word ) 
as in two years time and more , when they had 
been in our Saviours School, heard his words, and 
ſeen his wonderful Works, not to have learnt the 
Tn wer + niwos war ( as St. Athanaſins (8) calls 
this Confeſſion) the peculiar and principal Article 
of our Chriſtian Faith , .that he was God Incarnate, 
the Word made Fleſh. Eſpecially, when they had 
been introduced into this belief by Fohn the Baptiſt ; 
who had told them as much, before they. were ad- 
mitted Chriſts Diſciples. Axdrew, it is certain, was 
not ignorant of it, who thereupon ſought his Bro- 
ther Simon, and told him, we have found the Meſſias, 
i.e. Chriſt, 'Foh. r. 40, 41. For John the Baptiſt had 
reported; how he ſaw the Spirit deſcend on our Sa- 
viour, and had'heard theyoice from Heaven, and 
therefore bare record, ſaying, This u the Son of God, 
V. 34- Nay, he bare witneſs, that he was Gods only 
begotten ; for he cryed, ſaying, No man hath ſeen 
God at any time ; the only begotten Son, which is in 
the boſom of the Father, he hath declared him, v.15, 
18. 'By this Teſtimony they were - drawn to our 


- Saviour, who at the very beginning manifeſted 


forth his Glory, ( that is, his Divine Majeſty ) .b 
ſuch Yluftrious Miracles, That his Dips Blew 
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.0# bim, (Joh. 2. 11.) That is, did not doubt of the 
truth of what John had faid; and which, as you 
ſhall ſee preſently, the very Devils themſelves o- 
penly acknowledged and confeſſed. Who then can 
believe after all this, that they were ignorant of 
the very firſt thing in our Religion 2 With other 
points we find them unacquainted ; but to fancy 
them not to have kn&@vn this, is to make them as 
inſenſible as ſo many ſtones; and in no other ſenſe 
to have deſerved the Name of Stoxes and Pillars , 
(whereby they are afterward called) but only, be- 
cauſe they were ſo hardned in ſtupidity,that nothing 


would enter into them, no more than our words” 


will into the hardeſt Flint in the World. What 
wretched Chriſtians do we make them, .if after ſuch 
means-of Inſtruction, we ſuppoſe: them to have 
learnt-nothing of the very foundation of Chriſtia- 


nity? 
2, But beſides-this, it is dire&tly againſt the ex- 
reſs Teſtmiony of the Holy Scriptures ; which in- 
orms us, that ſeveral Perſons had before this time, 
made as full a Confeſſion of the Faith, as St. Peter 
himſelf, They, for inſtance, who were with our 
Saviour in the Ship, when it was toſſed on the 
Sea by a-contrary Wind, and when St. Peter's heart 
had failed him, as hewalkt with our Saviour on the 
Water, came and worſhipped him ( after he had 
made the Sea calm ) faying , Of a truth, thou art 
the Son of God, Matt. xiv.'33. Nay, more early 
than this, as ſoon as ever & Peter was acquain- 
ted with our Saviour, Nathanae! (who is thought 
not without ſome reaſon to be the Apoſtle Bartho- 
C lomew ) 
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lomew) made as diſtin, and clear a'Confeffion'ss 
his, 7how art the Son of God, thou art the King of 
Ifrael, Joh. 1. 49. I ſhall not inſiſt on the Conte 
fion of Martha, Foh. xi. 27. becauſe it was after- 
ward, towards the Concluſion of our Saviours life : 
The phin acknowledgment of the Mariners and 
Paſſengers in the Ship ( who-were the perſons St. 
Flerom thinks, that came arfd worſhipped him, and 
made' the foremention'd Confeſſion ) is a ſufficient 
proof, that this was not a ſecret, 'known- to St. 
Peter alone by a ſpecial Revelation; 

St. Chryſoſtom, indeed, is of Opinion, That there 
is more in theſe Words of St. Peter, than in theirs, 
or in Nathanae/s: Who only confefled him to be the 
adopted Son of Ged, but St. Peter went further, 
and confeſſed him his Son/by- Nature. But 'the rea- 
ſon he gives isinfuſfteient, which D_ this: That 
our Lord here pronounces Peter bleſſed, which'He 
doth-not ſay vo the reſt. For there might be other 
Reaſons for pronouncing him' blefled': Particularly 
this, That the Shipmen perhaps made that "Con- 
feſhon onby ins great tranſport of Paſſion ; but 
he upon a fetled and deliberate Perſwaſion;; 
and that notwithſtanding the various opinions 
that were im» the Country about him, which might 
have diſtrated! the Apoſtles minds, if they hz 
not been attentive: Confiderers of the Teftimonies 
our Lord. gave of his-Divinity. Beſides, he feems 
in effeR, to have called Nathanae! blefled, tho he 
does'not tfe the word : For, becauſe he believed 
upon ſuch a ſmall and fingle Teſtimony of his Di- 
vinity, as his ſeeing him under the __ 
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tells him, he would reward his, Faith with ſtron« 
ger Confirmations of it., Joh.i. 50. 7hox ſbalt ſee 
Grenier a theſe. Which 1s:a. promiſe. can- 
taining f his Grace. and Favour toward him ; 
and.is thus.iglarged, , v. 51. Aud. be faith unto. hin, 
Perily 1 ſay anto you , yy e. ſhah ſee 4 


Ver open, and. the &s- of God aendang, > de- 
ſceudey upon. the f Man. That 18, 
mamife{t tokens. of Ms. Divinity , upon which 


the. Angels waited and artended ; juſt 33 they did 


Gen. Xxviit. 12, Andif' prong do-not ſeem fuffici- 
ent to evince'the Truth, what. think-yqu. of the 
Teſtimony which St. Peter bears:to them.call, that 
they did believe.and wm that he was the Cbrift, the 
Son of the Living God ? Joh. vi. 69. To which 
be 6. Fargrenp+ Blefſed Lord and Saviour himſelf 
gs. gives Praiſe and Gloryto God,! for reveal- 
theſe things, which. concerned: his Kingdom 

(c which this was the firſt) unto them all, Matth; 
Xl..25,.26. 

AJ laſtly, , As this Qpinion is againſt Reaſonand 
Scripture, 1o it is moſt certainly againſt the Autho- 
rity of the Ancient Fathers. For as St. Zterom( a) (4) - — 
alledges the Confeſſion of the Mariners againſt the * 
rm So the Orthodox. OK. COURT uſed this 
asan Argument. ». That the, very, No+ 
vils had. more. Faith than: a4 im for they conteled 
what: the. Ariaus denied, That Jeſus was the. true 
and natural Son; of God... So they. interpret thoſe 
words, Mark.iuii. 11. (4). Which > ns bom (b) V. Atha- 
ſelf acknowledges the Fathers are wont wonder-- 77” 5 tg 
C 2 full ; 


Y 85. 
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{c) L. vi. in 
Luc. 0ap. 9. 


(4) In Gal. ii. 
2. 


fully to amplifie againſt thoſe Hereticks; which 
they could not have done, if they thought, lefs 
was meant by it, than by this Confeſſion of St. Pe- 
ters, Who if he were the only Perfon that at 
this time underſtood this ſecret, then the Quire of 
the Apoſtles (as'Bafil calls them, when he ſpeaksot 
their Ignorance) had leſs ledg of the Saviour 
of the World, than the of unclean Spirits. 
Which we cannot affirm without the greateſt re- 
proach to them ;- they having been ſo long under 
our Saviours Diſcipline , ſeen his Power over 
thoſe Spirits ; nay; received Power themſelves from 
him, as it there follows, to heal Sickneſſes, and to 
caft out Devils, Mark iii. 15. 
But I need not laborioufly inlargeupon this Ar- 
t. St. Ambroſe faith ( c ) expreſly, they al 
ew, what St. Peter alone ſpake. And St. Chryſo- 
flom himſelf is'of the fame mind, when he makes 
him here the Mouth of all ; and elſewhere (4) faith, 
he was their Tongue , and anſwered for them all ; 
which he could not have done, if he had not 
known they were all of his belief. And therefore 
we can learn nothing in this matter, from ſuch 
Doctors as Beharmine , but that they are reſolved 
to affirm any thing, to maintain their unjuſt Pre- 
tences. The ambitious claim of the Biſhop of 
Rome, muſt by all means be ſupported ; elſe they 
would not.proſtitute their Conſciences, and their 
Reputations too, in this manner, by aſſerting things 
which are ſo apparently untrue, that the imalleſt 
_ in the Holy Scripture, is ſufficient to confute 
m. 


But 
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But of all the accounts of. this Confeſſion of 
St. Peter , there is none ſo unaccountable, as 
that of Cardinal Baronius; who without the 
leaſt Syllable in all Antiquity to. countenance 
it , adventures to fay, That now St. Peter De- 
fined, Decreed, and made a Rule of Faith for 
all the World : For he fancies our Bleſſed Saviour 
now to have held a Council with his Diſciples ;(e)4d Annum- 
in which St. Peter (e) Decreed and Conſtituted the 55m fire ſon- 
Cauon of Faith, for ever to endure. So that fentium, ue 
there was no need, faith he, our Saviour ſhould _———_— 
conſult the reſt of the Apoſtles. ( though the fides Canonem: 
Text _ cxpen'y 4 _ them all , Whom perpetes per 
ay ye that 1 am )?. What their Opinion was ; 51m, 
9h ſufficient that Peter had Hoke (f) ; and as Fe 
ſo ſtruck the nail to the head ; that be had ſetled fide ſentien- 
what was to be thought of Faith. Which is ſuch _ y | 
an aſtoniſhing Inſtance of the Power of Preju- |. Ibid. _ 
dice, Paſſions of all ſorts, and worldly Intereſt, 
to corrupt and pervert the wiſeſt Minds, that 
it ought to be an admonition to us all, to enx- 
ploy the ſtrifteſt Care, to diſcharge all theſe, 
when we are ſeeking after Truth, that they 
may not frame our Opinion for us. For how 
could 'fuch a Thought as this, without a ſtrange 
Bias upon his Mind, enter into any Mans head 2 
Or if it did, how could it ſtay there 2 or how 
ſhould he be perſwaded to. publiſh fuch an ab- 
furdity to the Chriſtian World 2 Is it credible, 
that in the Company where the Lord Jeſus , 
the Eternal .Son of God was preſent, any per- 


ſon, though never ſo great , ſhould take _ 
im 
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St. Peter certainty was no Maſter in this. AC 
ſembly , but a Scholar only ; not an Inſtructor, 
but a Learner of. Religion at this time, and 
in this place. Much: leſs was he a 
Lawgiver, and a Judg of Truth -( of whuch as 
yet had not much\ Knowledg, it appears 
by what follows in this Chapter , where we 
read he ſo oppoſed our Saviour in another. great 
point of Faith, that he- calls ' him- Satas.) ; bur 
barely pronounced what he had been taught 
to .bekeve by our Lord himſelf - and- had: 

as I have: ſhown from John the Bop2i/t;- and feen 
proved by ſuch mighty Works, as none conlkd de 
but God alone. 

If I feem to have ſtood too long in+ e 
this Confeſſion, let thoſe who think fo, confider;that 
it was to open the clearer paſlage to all ' the: reft 
that follows. ; which will be the-more plainly and 
eaſily underſtood. Particularly the next words of 
the Evangeliſt, who tells us,that upen this Confeſit- 
on of St.. Peter, our Lord anſwered and ſaid unto him, 
Bleſſed art thou Simon Barjtna ; for fleſh-and: blood 
( that is, man) hath not revealed it unto. thee, but 

Father which is in Heaven, v.17. In which 
words he pronounces them all y men ; this 
not being revealed peculiarly-unto-him,. but unto 
the whole Company ; whowere-all taught of Gad, 
by . ſuch means as I' have-named, as-much; as he. 
For if Peter were their Mouth, then as you have 
heard; his Confeflion was their commor: voice: in 
anflyer to a queſtion putto them all ; and by «bp 

me 


him to teach, ramly make- an Article of Faith 2 
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ſame reaſon, our Saviours reply to him, was the 

onouncing a 'Bleſimg on them all ; who in him 
Fad made this worthy Confeſſion, and thereby de- 
monſtrated their proficiency in his School. In 
one r indeed St. Peter was more happy than 
the reſt ; that as he was the firſt in the Colledg of 
the Apoſtles, ſo he had the Honour, as you. 
hear, to be the firſt employed in that glorious 
work unto which they were all choſen-as much as 
he; and in which they fo laboured, that they were 
partakers.no leſs.than himſelf in that Bleſſedneſs, 
which is elſewhere pronounced to that faithful and 
wiſe ſervant, whom his Lord: bath mazde- raler over 
bis houſbold;&&c.Matthaxxviigg 46. Which words C3 
Bellarmin hath the confidence to- apply peculiarly 
to. St.'Peter and the Rewer Biſhop, but directly 
againſt the ſenſe of the Ancient Fathers, whom he 
was. bound by ſolemn 'Qath to follow, who ( as 
2 learned Man h of the Rowan'Communion hath 
largely proved) underſtand hereby every faith- 
ful Paſtor in the Church of Chriſt. 


(p) Lib. il. de 


oncil. C. 17» 


DEL: 
indi 


mentinum 


Who according to the way and method of the 7 2 


Divine Counſels, which-is to grve unto thoſe that 
have, to beſtow more on thoſe who rnmm__ 
__ what they have —— i - 
y hereupon opens to the Apoſtles his purpoſe 

gathering a Church; and drawing more diſciples 
to. him beſides themſelves, who ſhould perpetually 
keep- and preſcrve this Confeflion ; and withal de- 
clares; that he would uſe Peter as an eminent 
inſtrument in this great undertaking : x4 48.5 
and I alſo, or moreover ſay nuto thee ; belide what 


L have. 


——  —  — — 
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I have faid already, T tell thee further, 7hox 
art Peter , and upon this Rock I will build my 
Church, | | 

His Speech is dire&ted to Peter, but it is evident 
from what hath been faid, that in him he com- 
prehends all the Apoſtles ; as they were all com- 
prehended in his Confeſſion ; Who knew already, 
that he was Chriſt, the Son of the Living God ; but 
did not underſtand his intentlon of gathering a 
Church by their means. 

This Name of Peter we met withal before 
( Matth. x. 2. ) being given him at his firſt coming 
to our Saviour, John 1. 42. Where he told him, 
Thou ſhalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation 
a ſtone, or Peter : Concerning which Fuftin Mar- 


(:) Dialogewm tyr ( a ) hath this Excellent Obſervation, That it 


Tryb. p. 333, 
334 Sce Me 
Tertulkan L. 
iv.adv. Marcs- 
anem Cc. 13. 


wasto ſhow our Saviour was the very fame God, 
who in the beginning had given new Names to 
Abraham and Sarah, to Jacob and Joſhua, And for 
the fame reaſon he called other two Diſciples by 
the name of Boaxerges ; toſignify that he had the 
ſame Authority, by which names were anciently 
changed ; and that he was their Lord and Sove- 
raign, of which the impoſing a name on any per: 
ſon wasa mark : So that the Words of our Savi- 
our in this place, are to be underſtood, as if he had 
ſaid, Thou art he, to whom when thou firſt cameſt to 
me, I gave a new Name, and called Peter, a Stone, 
and truly my Church ſhall be built on a bottom as firm 
as any ſtone, or rock, 


It 
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. It was thecuſtom of our-Lord, when he was 
about to declare any Divine Trath, to lay hold 
on ſame ſenſible fimilitude , then near at hand, 
the better to reprelcat it to the minds of thoſe 
that heard him. As diſcourſing with the Wo- 
man of Samaria at the Well-ſide, he takes oc- 
calion to tell her of /ving water, that he had 
to beſtow upon her : Such as ſhould be in thoſe 
, that drank it, « well of water ſpringing up int3 
everlaſting life, John IV. 10, 14. And at ano» 
ther time, feeding a Multitude miraculouſly 
with a few Barly Loaves and Fiſhes, he thence 
lays hold of the yy qnma, to diſcourſe of the 
bread of life which came down from heaven: 
which he admoniſhes them to labour after, be- 
cauſe if any man eat of this bread, he ſhall live 
for ever, John VI. 26, 27, 50, 51. In like man- 
ner here, from the Name he given Peter, 
he takes the occaſion of repreſenting the ſted- 
faſtneſs of that Foundation, on which his Church 
ſhould be built ; ſaying, oz this rock will I build 
my Church. 

There was ſomething in Petey , no doubt, 
which was the motive to the beſtowing this 
Name upon him : and that was the forwardneſs 
of his Faith; which carried him to Chriſt, 
meerly upon the report which his Brother A- 
drew gave of him. Which was the reaſon, 
S. Gregory Nyſſen thinks, that though Abraham's 
Name was not changed, till after long acquain- 
tance with God, and many Divine Apparitions 
to him; Peter's was changed at the very firſt 

D ſight 
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ſight of our Saviour: he at the ſame time hea- 
ring his Brother, and believing on the Lamb of 
God, was conſummated by Faith, and being knit 
to the rock ( viz. Chriſt ) was made Peter *. 
For our Lord intended to imploy him (though 
not him alone) as an eminent inſtrument, to 
bring others to the Faith; and build them on 
the fame Rock, that he himſelf was built, till 
they became a Church. 

+ he word CHURCH Ars the whole 
company of Believers, united unto Chrift, as 
their Lord and Maſter : who are here compared 
to a Houſe. | 

The building of this Church is nothing elſe, 
but the joyning theſe Perſons with their Paſtors, 
into Company and Society 'one with another ; 
in ſach good order, as the Stones, which make 
an Houle, are laid in, upon their Foundation. 

All the difficulty is about the Rock , or the 
Foundation, upon which this Society ſtands ; and, 
by holding faſt to which, it remains a Church. 
Which is the /ecozd thing I undertook 'to treat 
'of ;. unto. which T now proceed. 
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PART IL 


What a here meant by the Rock. 


Oncerning this, there are various expolitÞ 

ons, among the ancient Fathers ; as is ma- 
niteſt to eyery one that hath read their Writings: 
though in truth (as you ſhall ſee hefbre I have 
hay they differ rather ia words, than in ſenſe ; 
and quite overthrow all the pretenſions of the 
Church of Rome from this place of Holy Scri- 
pture. I will name four. 

L It js confefled by all Proteftants , that 
ſome of the anczent Fathers, by the Rock do un- 
derſtand Peter, No Body, that I know of, di- 
ſputes about this; but only about their mean- 
ing, when they ſay he was this Rack on which 
Chrift {aid he would build his Church, Which 
undoubtedly is not fuch, as they of the Church 
of Rowe would hbave it; becauſe other Perſons, 
fac more in number, and of as eminent rank in 
the Chriftian Church, expound it of the Faith 
which S. Peter confeſſed. $o that he was the 
Rack and the Foundation, only as he preached 
this Faith; which is the ſecond interpretation, 
and ſhall be made appear to be the meaning of 
thoſe, who call Peter the Foundation of the 
Church, 

D 2 IL. If 


24 


_ —— 


* De Baprti- 
Zanuis Hare- 
ricis apud Cy- 
prian. P+ 233- 
edir. Oxon. 


f; Avid x7! 
7 Fa; 0 
x4.T 199401, 
TETI1 x7! 
F - 2 


OO —— 


CA EE 


A Sermon Preached upon 


IT. It numbers.are to be followed,there are.molt. 
I am lure for this ſenſe of theſe words; that by 
the Rock we are to underſtand, that faith which 
S. Peter. now confeſſed. It. is mentioned by For-- 
tunatus an. African Biſhop;. in a Council at Car-: 
thage *, where he faith, the Lord hath built 
his Church, Sepra petram, non ſuper hereſin, up- 
on a Rock, not upon Hereſie. In which words 
Rock being oppoled to Hereſie ; without all doubt, 
he under{tood our Saviour to ſpeak of a found 
and folid Faith in him, when he faid he would 
build his Church upon this Rock. . Which is 
exattly the ſenſe of Epiphaniue alſo ,. who by 
the Gates of Hell underitanding all forts of He- 
rehes,. adds - unmediately Þ, but they cammot pre- 
vail againſt the Rock ,. that is, againſt the Truth. 
'To whom I could add Sixteex other ancient 
Writers (and not put S, As/tiz into the number, 
who often follows this Expoſition ) four of which 


LXX1V.n.14. were Popes of Rowe *: and I do not reckon 


* Leo I. Fa- 


lix M. Gre- 
us I, 
Adrian I. 
+ Nicholas I. 
ohn VIIL 
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neither, 1ſidorus a 2 venerable Bede, . and 
a great maftiy other excellent Writers, later than 
they, down to- Alphon/us Toſtatzs , and lower:: 
among whom are five or fox Bi of Rome Þ, 
who exprefly fay , The: Rock that Chriſt here 
_ of, is the Faith which Petey confeſſed. For 
the Church, faith the laſt named Writer, #s built 
upon faith : which faith is called a rock; becauſe it 
always remains firm and ſolid. 

ITI. Butthere are others of no leſs name and 
credit , that underſtand Chrift himſelf, by this 
Rock. Who then may be. conceived to have 
pounted 
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pointed to his own perſon , when he ſpake theſe 
words ; m__ by his voice and geſture, whom 
he "meant by #his Rock: Which as it is an ele- 
gant, fo it. 1s no. unuſual form of Speech ; bur 
made. uſe of by our Lord himſelf, on another 
occaſion (Joh. II. 19.) when he faith, deſtroy 
this Temple (intending the Temple of his Bo- 
dy) and in three days | will raiſe i up. And 
there are no {mall number of the antient Dottors 
who thus —_— theſe words ; particularly 
S. Auſtin in divers places of his Works, 'as he 
himſelf takes notice in his Review. of them. 


Where. he faith + that in a certain place of his +4 ger44. 1... 
Book- againſt the Epiſtle. of. Dowatwe , he made Cap. 21. 


Peter. the: Rock on which the Church was foun- 
ded ; but ſince-that time, had very often faid , 
it was Chrift the — living God. He 
leaves the Reader, - i » to chuſe which he 

leaſes : but any one may ſee he inclined to the 
Ja; which he followed in. thoſe Books . which 
he wrote. afrer this of his Retrattions. For which 
I muſt needs fay there are no. ſmall. reaſons, 
that are worthy to be mentioned, 

Firſt, this very Apoſtle ( whoſe name is Peter, 
or Stone) calls Chritt a'living ſtone, mito whom 
ye coming ( laith he-to his ) as lively ſtones, 
are built up a ſpiritual houſe, &c.. 1 Pet. 11. 4, 5. 
Who can read theſe words without prejudice , 
and nat think that S. Peter: lookt upon Chriſt 
as that Rock, on whom every one muſt be built, 
who will be a part of the ſpiritual Houle ; 
that is, of the Church ? And therefore wo 
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that Chriſt is that chief Corner Stone , eleit and 
 pretions, whom the Prophet 1/aiah foretold, God 
would lay tn Sion. (4.6.) And Chriſt alone: 
for if he had had any conceit, that he was a joynt, 
ſecondary ' foundation of this building, it would 
have been very ſcaſonable, or rather : 
to have bidden his flock come ro him , as that 
chief Corner Stone, which God of old predicted 
he would lay in Sow, as the foundation of his 
Church, together wirh Chriſt. 
* Przfat.ad For fo Bellarmin | 1s bold to expound that 
bros ac ic, Prophecy of 1/aiah ; indeavouring at large to prove 
that every particular there mentioned , _—_ 
to Peter, and his Succeffors in the See of Rome : 
who, heſaith, ave that arved Stone, (that pretious, 
nay that corner Stone, that ſare foundation , in 
fundements fundatns ( as they tranſlate it) chat 
ftone lard in the foundation, which we read of 
Jſaioh NXVL 26. Di againft the words of 
S. Peter himſelf, who: s al this'to Chrift 
alone ; and indeavours to. falten his flock unto 
him, as the only ſure Rock of their Redempcion 
and Salvation. 
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IV. 11. The great Men, that is, of the Fewiſh 
- Church would not build an this F tion , 
; by -joyning themfelves unto him, as the reſt of 
| the Stones in a Houſe, are to that of the Corner : 
| and ſo they excluded themſelves from his Body, 
| and from Salvation ; for there is xo Salvation, faith 
| he, in any other. 
| Secondly, Another great Apoſtle alſo tells us , 
| that Chriſt is the Rock, x Corixeh. X.4. Who 
out his Spirit, . after his Neath , upon 
the Church; as the Rook in the Wildernes 
i after it was fmitten, did Water far tho 1 - 
| raelites. | | 
Thirdly, And more than that, ke tells us ia that 
b Epiſtle III. 1 1. Orber foundation cax no. Min 
that is laidgwhich is Feſus Chrift. How isit poflible:tro 
have a betrer interpreter of Chriſts wards to Peer, 
than this which is here w_ 
| Apoſtle of us Gentiles. There are ſundry &/e- 
ws indeed which the antient Fathers have be- 
| on S. Petey, . jn.aheir writings ; of which 
of the Church of . Rowe are wont to boaſt : 
and we grant them all ; nay, bave often tald 
them, that if it will do them. any ſervice, we 
will furniſh them with .as many . mare titles af 
Honour, out of the Fathers, as: thay haye Gol 
lefted. But when we have dane.; we _—_ 
ſent them with as many, _——_ aud tran{cen- 
dent, yea the very fame,. © 
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At is built. And indeed our Saviour. doth not 
here ſay to- Peter, 'Thou art Peter, and upon thee 
'will T build my Church ; but #por this Rock : as 
if he ſpoke of ſomething elle ; either himſelf, 
(1 or that Faith concerning him, which Peter had 
\\" confeſled. T's Petrus, Ego Petra, thou art- Peter, 
"jd! -and I am the Rock , on whom thou art built thy 
WI!" ſelf, and mult help - to build others. It Peter 
"Nb 'himſelf was the Rock, then how is he buik 
the Rock ? He :would be a Rock and a 
oundation to himſelf : For- there is no menti- 
-on of 'more Rocks than one.; which if it be 
om , then Peter and all muſt be built on 


$1 '* Serm. 13, * Hear how handſomely S. Auſtin * expounds 
| | *Deverbis «theſe. words, Thow therefore art Peter, and _-_ 
| +> P- this Rock, which thow h confeſſed, upon this Rock 
whith thou haſt known, ſaying, Thou art Chriſt the 
| Son of the living God , . I will build my Church. 


| | Super me zdificabo te, non me ſuper te.  - I will 
( build thee upon me, not me upow thee. For they 
1 that would build 'upon men, ſaid, I am of Paul, 1 
IWR" «rm of Apollo, T am of Cephas, that is Peter : and 
Milk others who wonld not be built upon Peter, but upon 
4 the Rock, ſaid, I am of Chriſt. Now S. Paul ſeeing 
"ws them make thoice of him, and contemn Chriſt, atks 
it them, Is Chrift divided? Was Paul Crucified for 
-you ? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul ? 
| No, neither in Paul's, wor in Peter's, but in the 
lM! name of Chriſt; that Peter might be built upon the 
1: *Rock, not the Rock upon Peter. 
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The like we meet withal in another place +. t 74. 
The Church is founded upon the Rock, whence Pe- CORD, 
ter received his Name. For the Rock is not de- is. 
nominated from Peter, but Peter from the Rock, 

* as Chrift hath not his name from Chriſtian , * Xnw1min } 
but a Chriſtian from Chriſt : for therefore the Lord k 7 tay 
ſaid, Upon this Rock I will build my Church, becanſe Purs : dired- 
Peter had ſaid, Thou art Chriſt the Son of the liv- _ my - 
ing God. Upon this Rock therefore, ſaith he, which us, who cook. 
thou haſt confeſſed, will I build my Church. F O R fently ys, 


THE ROCK, WAS CHRIST : upon ; pm, 4 
which foundation, even Peter himſelf is built. For ite Priva ; 


other foundation can no Man lay, than that is laid, | my 
which is Chriſt Jeſus. Rock, but he 
15 the Rock. 


' I will nottrouble you with any more Authori- 7/* not 
ties, ſuch as that of Venerable Bede +, who hath 24." ** 
tranſcribed theſe laft words of S. Auſtin into his 5," C:2-XXL. 
own Book : becauſe I have a fourth expoſition to —_ 
add, which will help to clear the reſt, eſpecially 
the firſt. 

IV. There are thoſe, who having whatT have 
now ſaid in their mind , expound theſe words of 
all the Apoſtles and their Suceeſſors ; that is, of all 
Chriſtian Biſhops : who laid this foundation ſtone, 
and continued to build upon it after it was laid. 
Thus S. Cyprian * moſt exprelly : Our Lord whoſe * 44 Layfor 
precepts we ought to reverence and obf erve, ordering —_— In, 
the honour of the Biſhop, and the rule of his Church, Edit. 0x0. - 


ſaith in the Goſpel unto Peter, I ſq wnto thee, thou 


art Peter, and upon this Rock Cc. From hence, 
through the —_ of times and ſucceſſions, runs down 


the Ordination of Biſhops, and the rule of the Church : 
| E THAT 


» 4 
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THAT THE CHURCH MAT BE 
CONSTITUTED UPON BISHOPS; 
aud every affair of the Churchbe governed, by thoſe 
Overſeers. Thevery ſameis armed by S. Auſtin 
who in ſeveral places, looks upon the whole or- 

| der of Biſhops as comprehended in S. Petey : 
+ 5it, Particularly in an Epiſtle to three F great perſons ; 
CLXV. vide where he faith, Chriſt ſpake theſe words to him, 
_ _ ſuſtaining the figure of the whole Church. It will not 
Cardum Me be fit to mention all the reſt of the antient Writers 
ciſqun p. 47+ who thus extend the ſenſe of this place : I ſhall 
lien. Voetiyn, only note that Paſchaſins Radbertus, the founder of 
p.12.&, Tranſubſtantiation, was of this miad. For thus 
% LLIV. in he writes bw The Church of God is not built Kporn Pe» 
Matt. .26. p. ter alone , but upon all the Apoſtles, and the Suc- 
m= ceſſors of the Apoſtles. 

Unto theſe four Expoſitions, T might add a 
fifth, there being thoſe who have underſtood every 
Chriſtian Man and Woman, by this Rock ; they 
being the ſtones and materials, as I may call them, 
of which the Church conſiſts. But I will paſs 
this by, though it have more great names to hoo- 
port it, beſides Origen : becauſe I have faid enough 
already to expoſe the foul dealing, and unworthy 
reaſonings and concluſions of greateſt Doctors of 
the Church of Rome ; which I ſhall repreſent in 

theſe following Conſiderations. 


PART 
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P ART IIL 


Refleftions upon what hath been ſaid concerning 
theſe Interpretations. 


T. 


F theſe things be certainly true, as I aſſure 
you they are, and themſelves cannot deny, 
that there are theſe ſeveral interpretations of 
this Scripture, among the ancient ors ; then 
there can be no excuſe made for their partiality, 
who receive, and adhere only to one of theſe in- 
terpretations , as the Catholick Expoſition, and 
lay aſide all the reſt even thoſe which are far 


more Catholick. Thus doth Bellarmine * ; who + 7. r. 
_ finding fault with Eraſmus for — mn Rom, 


their Expoſition of the Church being found 
upon Peter , ſaith that «ll the Fathers teach it. 


And thus doth Cardinal Baronins + ( toname + 44 4s. 33; 
no more) who is not aſhamed to ſay, that * 4277. 


it is an interpretation received and approved 

by the conſent w; the whole Catholick C ws 
What truth can you expett from ſuch Men, 

or -who can think it ſafe to give up himſelf to 


-the'conduft of ſuch Guides ; who thus notori- 


E 2 ouſly 
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oully falGhe —_— {o evident, that for 
one-anticent Father or Eccleſiaſtical Writer, that by 
rhe Rock underſtands Petey himſelf, there are 
two, nay very near three, that interpret it, of the 
Faith which S. Peter confeſſed ? For to all thoſe, 
which a very learned and ingenuous Doctor of 
the Roman Church hath collected, ( which are 
* . 7o.Launoit XLIV. in number af others may be added, 
Evi. #1. beſides Fortunatus and Epiphanius before meati- 
lun, p. 18, &, oned. For example, Exagrius ſeems to have had 
this in his thoughts, who ſpeaking of Anaſtaſe- 
#s Biſhop of Antioch ( where S. Peter ſat before 
he was at Rome), to whom ſuch fierce aſſaults 
were given , as if they thought in his overthrow, 
4nd 3Þ wh to ſubvert the Church it ſelf, faith , he manful- 
Lt , aq.. 1y withſtood them all ; | for he food firm upon 
Jes drlnns HS __ Rock of Faith. 
hs mixes. If the ſenſe of the Antients be to be reveren- 
L.1V.C. 49. ced at all, why not one ſenſe as well as another ? 
And why not that moſt of all, which hath the 
moſt to aſfert it? With what conſcience. do 
they fix upon one, and throw away,. nay deteſt 
all the other, which are of more credit ? 1s it 
not highly unjuſt to make Peter this Rock here 
ſpoken of, rather than Chriſt our Lord, when 
there are ſo many reaſons, as well as great 
"Authority, for the laſt, more than for 5 0- 
ther ? And - they not only do this, but 


moſt immodeſtly fay , all the Fathers are of 
ther mind. 


And, 
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And which is worſe, they make this an Arti- 
cle of the Faith , That the Church is founded 
upon S. Peter, nay the prime Article of all ; un- 
to which it is evident the Church hath never a- 
greed, but manifeſtly contradicted it. 

Upon this Bellarmine grounds the Infallibility 
of = Biſhop of Rome ; becauſe Peter is the 


Rock, and the Foundation of the Church, as the Su- 


preme Governor of it ; and therefore every Succeſ- 
ſor of his, is in like manner, the Rock and Foun- 
dation of the Church. And thus he faith all the 


Fathers have expounded it *. And hence pro- +1. ry. ge 
cetds ſo far, as to ſay, this is the ſumm of Chri- Poncit. Rom, 


ian affairs} : the whole frame of the viſi- 


C, HL. 


Prztat. in 


le Church depending fo much upon the Ry- illos Litcos. 


man _ thatif he be gaken away, the Church 
falleth. N 

Upon this Foundation alſo they have raiſed 
to him ſuch an Authority, they make him, by 


Chriſts Inſtitution, the Monarch of the Church * : * Baron. a4 
and conſequently above the whole Church ; ** 332 *- 


above General Councils; the Supreme Judge 
of Controverſies , who can. be ju by none, 
and I know not how many other extrava- 


1&6. 
wo to make all this indubitable, ſome have 
had the confidence, againſt the ſenſe of all An- 


tiquity, to tranſlate theſe words thus, ÞT Thos + 
art Peter , and upon this Peter I will build my with 


DoQor Rey- - 
nolds, p. 22+ 


Church. Which Tranſlation, th the Rhe- 
miſts have not put in the Text of their Exgliſb 
Teſtament, ( as a great Doftor among them _ 

ve 


Jo. Hare, 


Es 
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have had tliem done ) yet they maintain in their 
Annotations that they who tranſlate out of He- 
brew, Syriack or Greek, ought to have fo tran- 
ſlated it : not obſerving that they herein condemn 
their own axuthentick Latin, which hath done 
otherwile. 
* But when Mea are bent to ſerve «: Cauſe, right 
or wrong, they cannot but thus contradiQt them- 
ſelves, as well as the anciznt Fathers. Whoſe 
authority they pretend to reverence ; but when 
it is againſt them, make {> bold with it, as not 
only to rejeft, but to indeavour utterly to deftroy 
it. Thus they have ordered theſe words to be 
* $0m.31 Pi expunged out of a Sermon of S. Chryſoſtom's *, 
ks intel though I have ſhown they are moſt Catholick, 
at Baſil, rhe Church is not built apon the man, but upon his 
Faith. - 

Aﬀer all which confidence it is no wonder 
if they proceed to ſuch a height of boldneſs, as 
to call. thoſe Innovators, and Hereticks ; nay ſhame- 

# Baronius ad Jeſs Innovators, and impadent Hereticks Tj; who 
An 33-0-X%\- interpret this place not of Peter, but of Chrift, 
Pontif. Rom. Or the Fairth which Petey confeſſed. I will 
L. 1.C.X- not imitate their ill Language ; though it might 
moſt juſtly be returned upon them : For their 

opinion , who make Fairh the Rock ( as the 
Lutherans commonly do) is 4o far from Novel- 

ty , that it hath the moſt Antiquity , among 

- which ſever or eight Popes of Rome, on its 
- 8. Hes, fide: and they who ſay Chriſt is the Rock ( as 
S. auſtin, the followers of Mr. Ca/vin-commonly do) are 
gicod-ret; back'd alſo with the Authority of ancient * Do- 


Ctors, 


W A — 
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Qtors, among whom are ſome Popes; parti- 

cularly Innocent the Third, who- mentioning 

theſe words , faith, Chriſt himſelf is both the 

Founder, and the Foundation of the Church F. fo 2. de 
How then can they be faid to have loſt their 6 

modeſty, who ſay nothing ; but what the grea- 

teſt Men in the Church of Chriſt have faid 

before them ? And what Character do they de- 

ſerve, who, notwithſtanding this unqueſtiona- 

ble evidence againſt it, not only affirm that Pe. 

ter is meant by the Rock; but that this is the pro- 

per, and, as one may ſay, the immediate , and li- ZINN 

teral ſenſe * of the words: and hath the conſent 294" 

of the whole Church, both of the Greek and of the deR. Ponr. 

Latin Fathers ? * 


But that which aggravates all this guilt is till 
behind; that they thus expound the place, di- 
realy againft the Decree of. the Council of 
Trent, and that Profeſſion of Fairh 'which every 
Prieft ſolemnly makes ; - wherein he promiſes, - 
he will never anderſtand and interpret the Scri- 
ptures, but according to the unanimons conſent of the 
Fathers *. Now it's as clear,” as that there are *putapiir, 
ſuch Fathers, that they moft unanimouſly con- {uper forma 
ſent in that interpretation which theſe Men con- effionn 6 wa 
tradift ; and that there are but few, in compari- 
ſon, who agree in that which they aflert for the 


proper {enſe of the place. 
Think 
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* Can. XVI, 


that the very ſame Perſon uſes the 


Charch| But the ſame 


Think ſeriouſly of ſuch things as theſe, and 
you will not be moved from your ſtedfaſtneſs, 
by the confidence of thoſe, who bear the World 
in hand; that they alone hold the ancient Apo- 
ſtolick Catholick Faith, according to the expoli- 
tion of the ancient Doftors. It is meer pre- 
rence; for in their Expoſition of our Saviour's 
Words, they chuſe that which is leaſt Catho- 
lick ; and more than that, they make that which 
is leaſt Catholick, to be a Principal point of the 
— Faith. 5 , 

If this be not the high egree of partiality ; 
it is becauſe they themkibres exceed it in what 


follows. 


They cannot but know, that ,thoſe very Per- 
fons in the ancient Church, who by" the Rock 
underſtand Pere? , meant no more, than they 
do, who underſtand thereby Chriſt himſelf, or 
Faith in him. For theſe are not really rhree 


. different ſenſes; but, in effeft, no more than 


one : "The ancient Doctors uſing only & diverſity 
of {jooch net of opinion , as S. Auſtin was wont 
to ſay. Which appears moſt — in this, 
e words 
promiſcuouſly , ſometimes Peter , ſometimes his 
Faith , ſometimes Chriſt. S. Hilary * for in- 
ſtance, is often qu for this ſaying, (ſpeas 
king of S. Peter) O happy Foundation of the 
lary ſays in another 
place 
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place, This Faith is the Foundation of the 


Church +; and in another, This is the one hap- 7-1. de 


y Rock of Faith, confeſſed by Peter's Mouth, 


hou art the ſon of the living God *. Theſe = 
ſayings _— in Juſtice, to be taken notice 
O , 


as much as the firſt : but then Petey, in his 
opinion, was no ſuch Foundation” as they would 
have ; unleſs the good Father be ſuppoſed to con- 
tradit himſelf. In like manner S. Chryſoftorn, 
who upon theſe words ON THIS ROCK, 
makes the ſenſe to be ( as he doth in man 
other places) upon the Faith which he confef- 
ſed; upon the very next Verſe, expounds the 
words thus, Thou art Peter, and upon thee I will 
baild my Church. 

Shall we think that ſo great a Man did, in 
one and the ſame breath, as I may fay, forget 
and contradi&t himſelf? and not rather expound 
the later words by the former ; that by upon Peter 
he ftill meant #pox the Faith that Petey then con- 
feſſed , and afterward preached ? Pope Leo the 
Firſt alſo, who in his Epiſtle to Leo Auguſtus, 
fays Peter is the Rock ; in four other places, in- 
terprets it of his Faith. S. Cyprian likewiſe, 1 
have ſhown, expounds it of all the Biſhops and 
-Paſtors of the Church,: as well as of S. Peter. 
And S. Auſtin AIG it all the four ways be- 
fore-mentioned, © 
of all the Apoſtles. 

What ſhall we fay then? Did not theſe great 
Do&tors know their own mind ? Were they wa- 
vering and unſetled in _ Opinions ; aot know- 
vs - ing 


me, I 


Peter, of Chriſt, of Faith, and. 


— — - 
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ing what to 'determine? - They - were -not ſuch 
Children in underſtanding : but: by theſe various 
forms of Speech have plainly told us,” That when 
they fay Peter is the Rock, they did not mean 
his Perlon, much leſs him only ; but his DoQtrine 
which he preached, which was alſo preached as 
much by others. Juſt as'when we bid one read 
Tully or Virgil ; we.meantheir Works-which they 
have left us. 

The reaſon of all which is nothing elſe but 
this ; that the Church is built upon Chriſt, by 
Faith in him, which was profeſſed and preached by 
Peter, and by the reſt of the Apoſtles. Chrift 15 
in proper ſpeaking, the Rock and the Foundati- 
on, upon which the whole Church relies. Pe- 
ter was an eminent Miniſter of 'his,, and ſo were 
the other Apoſeles, to lay«this Foundation : that 
is, to Pr and declare -him-to the World, and 
periwade Men to believe on-lhum ; upoo whom 
they themiclves-were built, as their Foundation. 
babes Long oy ro on- him : and ithen were :co- 
workers with him, 'to 'briag others to the Faith : 
and laſtly, after they were dead; that Faith which 
they contefled and taught, ftillremainedtobe prea- 
ched,by their Succeſlors,in all Ages,as the Dodtrine 
on which-we mult. ftagd, -and to-which we.muft 
hold, if we- intend to be .owned.by Chriſt, as 
Menibers of his Church. 

So all theſe Expoſitions agree wery well ; and 
donot croſs one another : for when the Fathers 
ule ſometumes -ane ward , -fometimes another, 
they ſtill meanthe-lame thing. 'If they lay, S. Pe- 
© th | ter 


_ 


- 
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ter- is tha Rock, they mean only as a Miniſter 
that laid the Foundation-ſtone ; and then ſo was 
$., Paul too , who calls himſelf, a chief Maſter- 
builder. If they lay, Faith is the Rock”, they* 
mean a belief of this DoQArine'that Jeſus is. 7h 
Son of the living God : which: is the. firſt Princi- 
ple of the Chriſtian Religion: And if they ſay 
the faithful are the Rock(for-{o ſome of them have 
ſpoken ) they mean that being built” upon rhis 
aith in Chriſt, they alfo protefs, maintain, and 
ſupport it. For, in effe&, as I faid, all theſe 
Interpretations meet in one: Chriſt being the 
Principal cauſe of- all; Perera Miniſterial or In- 
ſtrumental cauſe, by $208 Chriſt, while 
he lived, and rerſora ie en to joyn them- 
ſelves to him, and become a Church :; and their 
belief” of that which he, and the reft of the A» 
_ preached concerning Chrilt Jeſus, was 
oth - then and after they were dead, the means 
whereby they were joyned to Chrift. He and 
the rine concerning him, was the Founda- 
tion, == which-all were built ; by the Mini- 
ſtry of Peter and his fellow Apoſtles, who 
ſquared and faſtened Men unto this {iving Stone : 
upon /whom being ſetled by Faith in him, they 
became themſelves /ivinzs Stones, ( as S. Peter 
ſpeaks in the place before-mentioned ) and were 
built up a Spiritual Houſe, or Temple, a» Holy 
Prieſthood, to offer up Spiritual Sacrifices, accept a- 

ble to God by Jeſus Chriſt. 
I will conclude this with an excellent ſaying 


of S. Chryſeftom *:; who Silas S. Paul, and x. 
2 


what 


* O79 That 


Oy " 
Agy 6 mw, T 
Xetsry Abe, 
&c, 
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In ipſo Ec- 
Ar Sh an 
ſtrua eſt ; 
id c| per ip» 
ſum. L. de pw 
dicitia. 
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what he had preach'd and done, ſays, When I 
wention Paul, it is as if I had ſaid, Chriſt him- 
ſelf. For Chriſt moved and inſpired that bleſ- 
ſed Soul; Chriſt ſpake by him, and his Voice 
was the Voice of Chriſt, Which I may fitly 
apply to the preſent matter, and fay as truly of 
S. Peter; when he is named, Chriſt is named and 
nothing elſe is meant, but that upon him, that is 
upon Chriſt preached by him, or ſpeaking in him, 
the Church ſhould be built. Thus, it is certain, Ter- 
tullian underſtood theſe words; which he thus in- 
terprets : the Charch is built on him, that is by him +. 


But not on him ( that is by him ) alone, 
1118. 


For that is a farther rout of injuſtice to make 
theſe words ſpoken only to Peter : who I have 
ſhown was the mouth of the Apoſtles in the 
confeſſion he made, and ſpake the ſenſe of them 
all ; and therefore, in all reaſon, this reply of 
our Saviour's is to be thought intended to them 
all ; who were as much Rocks or foundations 
of the Church, as he. For did not our Lord 
propound the queſtion to them all, in thoſe 
words , whom do you ſay that I am? v.15, And 
if he askt them the queſtion, did he not ex 

their Anſwer ? Where then ſhall we find that 
Anſwer; unleſs the Foreman telivered in the 
{enſe of the whole Body : and in the name of 
the reſt of his Brethren made this declaration , 
Thou art Chriſt the Son of the living God? 
Which 


—_—— =_r owe Tl... 4 
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Which is affirmed, I have told you, by S. Au- 
fſtin and others, who ſay, Pcter anſwers, one 
for all. Now if they all made this confeffion, 
then they were all concerned in our Saviours 
reply : who tells him, and in him tells them, 
that upon this Rock , that is himſelf which 
they confeſſed , he would build his. Church by 
their Miniſtry ;, that is, by their conftant preach- 
ing, what they had now confeſſed. And thus 
Venerable Bede our Countryman , underſtood 
this matter, in his Homily upon S. Peter ; 
where he hath theſe very Fords ; Nam ſicut in- 
terrogatis generaliter omnibus , &c. For as when 
all were askt in general, who he was , Peter 
anſwered , one for all: So what our Lord an- 
{wered to Peter , in Petro omnibus reſpondit , in 
Peter he-anſwered to all the Apoſtles. 

Thus even common reaſon taught Men to ex- 
pound words, when it was not ſwayed by preju- 
dice, intereſt, or any private affe&tion. Which 
when we ſuffer to. intermeddle, they prevent. our 
judgment, and make ſtrange gloſles upon Gods 
word ; caſting a miſt» before our eyes, when the 
light of divine truth clearly ſhines into them. 
An inſtance of which we have in the Rhemiſts 
Annotations. on theſe words, who could not but 
ſee, that the Fathers do ſome time ſay ( if they 
could have ſpoke out , they would have ſaid, 
do wery often, or rather moſt commonly ſay) the 
Church is bult on Peter's Faith : But immediate» 
ly, as if darkneſs had come ona ſudden upon them, 


they add, the Fathers meant not, that it og 
e 
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' be built upon Faith, either ſeparate from the Man, 
- or in any other Max. ( as we, they ſay, unlearn- 
. edly take them) but upon Faith, -45-in him, who 


here confaſſed that Faith. *Which- is as much' as 
to ſay, the Church is built upen-Perer's Faith 
alone ; and ' not upon- the ſame Faith, in any 


-- other Apoſtle, - If this be-Chriftian learning ,. it 


is very new ; never thought of till of late; as 
will more fully appear in the following Conſide- 
rations. 


Fv. 
If we.ſhould/grant-that thifſe words of Chrift 


' were: ſpoken ox to-him ; yet it is very un» 


jult to u them, exc/ufively of all the reſt, 
For we may as'well argue, that Chriſt intended 


'S. Peter only ſhould draw Men to him by preach 


-ing the Goſpel ( and fo the reſt of the Apoſtles 
have nothing to-do?) becauſe he ſaid to him alone, 
and- not to James and Joby, who were his Part- 
ners, Siman fear net, from hemteforth thou ſhalt 
: catch' wen, Luke V. 10. as that he intended him 
alone to be'the Rock, becauſe he faid only to 
him, Thou art Peter, &e. without any mention of 
theret'of the Apoſtles. Who ought not to be 
thought excluded, unleſs there tation fome ſuch 
word of reſtriftion, as limited the ſenſe to S. Peter 
only, and barred their claim toa joynt ſhare in this 
grant : for the-Church may be built on him, and 
on them too ; he may be the Rock, and they alſo 
-1n -the ſame ſenſe that it is meant of him. _ 
t 


at AT. dts CD 
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he, doubted: which of them ſbou 


S. Pets r's Day. 


P Ir"=.4 


——> wy 


this appears tobe true, from-a great many things 
that he be fit here 'to be obſerved. gs 

1. Firft, the Apoſtles never thought themſelves 
to be excluded: ; but by their behaviour declared 
they took'themſelves tobe equal to him. Which 


Alphonſu# Patus * (no longer ago than inthe * tn Marth, . 
Fifteenth Century ) aſſerts moſt earneſtly , and, XVI. qu- 
with great concern, a many undeniable ar- math. XX.. 


| — to-prove,-they did not underſtand any 9» 83- . 


npremacy. to have been given to Petey by theſe 
words, For after this, fagth he, they contended 
for I; diſputing who ſbould be the preateſl. 
Matth. XVTII. 1. Mark IX. 33. And again the 
two Sons of Zebedee ( who always feemed to be 
equal with him in our Saviour's favour ) have 
their deſire of preference promoted by their Mo- 
ther, Matth. "XX. 10. &c. Nay, this diſpute was 
renewed at his laft Supper ( as the underſtands 
Luke XXU. 24, Bs. 5 concerning which his 
words are remarkable. Every Apoſtle , faith 

a be the greater, 
and that doubt remained 'until the day of Chriff's 


death : for in the laft Supper of Chriſt, they- 


o__ to inquire among themſelves, mhich of 
them ſhould {erm the greater : and yes they would 
not have made this diſpute publickly, if they had 
thought Peter, by the collating of rhe .Kgys, to 
have been preferred above them. 

Thus tar then they thought themſelves equal, 
when they could not reſolve which ſhould be*the 


greater 


2. And after our Lords ReſurreQion, and the. 
coming 


—— 


—— 
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coming of the Holy Ghoſt, when they- cannot 
be ſuppoſed ignorant of any thing concerning 
his Kingdom, they ſtill took themſelves , as 
much concerned in theſe words. as Peter, For 
not only S. Paul, bur S. John, a Man excced- 
ingly beloved of our Saviour, and hig Diſ- 
ciple, thought all the Apoſtles to be the Founda- 
tion, on which the Church is built. Read at your 
leiſure Epheſ. 1T. 20. and Rexyl. XXI. 14. where 
you will find, the Wall of the New Feru/alem , 
that is the Chriſtian Church, had twelve Foundas- 
tions, and in them the names of the twelve Apoſtles of 
the Lamb : Not one Foundation ; and on that the 
name of Petey ; but twelve Foundations bearing 
the name of the zwelve Apoſtles, Peter was 
unum, ſed non unicum fundamentum , one Founda- 
tion, but not the only one. He, was one of the 
next ſtones, which lay immediately upon the 
Rock Chriſt, and ſo may be called a Foundation : 
but ſo was S. John alſo, another of thoſe ſtones 
which immediately rely upon Chriſt : and {6 
were all the reſt of the Apoſtles : None of which 
were built upon S. Peter, 'nor he on them; but 
all on Chriſt : Whom S. Auſtin Þ calls fundamentum 
fundamentorum, the Foundation of the Foundati- 
ons ; that is of the very _—_ and Prophets ; 
upon whom the Church is ſaid to be built, becauſe 
by their Miniſtry it was erected. In this ſenſe 
Peter wasa Rock; and fo were all the reſt of 
the Apoſtles as much as he : equal in power ; alike 
intruſted with this great work, of raiſing a Church 
upon him the 4ving Stone. 
| 3. Whence 
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3. Whence it is, that St. Paul giving an ac- 
count of the ſeveral Orders and Ranks of Men, 
which God hath placed in his Chureh, makes the 
higheſt Power in it, to be that which belongs un- 
to them all: For he ſaith, God hath fet theſe in the 
Church, firſt Apeſtles, &c. 1 Cor. 12.28, Hedoth 
not ſay, firſt Peter (as he ſhould have done, if 
by thele words, Thou art Peter, &c. he was ſer 
higher than the reſt )- but the Apoſtles in general ; 
who wore all the prime Miniſters of Chriſt, of 
equal Dignity. among themſelves, without any 
one ſet over them in Superiority above the reſt. 

4. Which appears farther, from the Promiſe of 
beſtowing the Keys upon him (which here imme. 
diately follows, Yer/. 19. and is acknowledged on 
all ſides, to be the higheſt Power conferred upon 
him) which is promiſed to all the Apoſtles in the 
very next Chapter, Matth. 18.18. in the very 
fame words, without any alteration, but only a 
change of the ſingular into the plural. Here it 
is ſaid, Whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on Earth, &Cc. 
there, Whatſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, &c. What 
reaſon then to fancy any difference between them ? 
Which the ancient Chriſtians did not, but look'd 
upon them all as having a joynt ſhare in this 
Power : Which is fo evident, that a Learned 


Man (/) in th&Roman CH— hath ſhown * (41 


at large, eyen by the Confefſhon 0 


oh. La» 


Popes them- nou Epiſt. ad 


ſelves, that in Peter Chriſt gave the Keys, or ra- yu 
ther promiſed them, to the whole Church, | pang Pat. 


5 And the truth is, Nothing was here given 
to him by theſe words 7 [Thou art Peter] 
WI 
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(n) % Juxiv- 
Tes. 


with reſpe& to the Apoſtles, but with reſpe& to 
the Charch only ; which was raiſed by the joynt 
Labour and Pains of the whole Number. To 
whom another being afterwards added, he /abour- 
ed more abundantly than they all, 1 Cor. 15. 10. 

6. And was lo far from thinking he had any 
Superiour ( though he was choſen laft of all, and 
look'd upon himſelf as a kind of Abortive, 1 Cor. 
15. 8.) that he doubted not to ſay, He was not 
a whit ( in nothing ) behind the very chiefeſt of the 
Apoſtles; 2 Cor. 11. 5. & 12,11. The words 


4 (=) 4 <aig are very {ignificant in the Greek (»»), implying 
F Mes iT5M there were More very eminent, Or ſuper-excellent 


Apoſtles than one ; called in other places Pillars, 
Gal. 2. 9. and Chiefs (n), ib. wverf. 2, 6. Peter 
no doubt was ene of thele, but there were others 
as eminent : ang neither he nor -they had a Pre- 
heminence of Power and Authority among them, 
there being nothing wanting in St. Pawl, to make 
him equal to the moft Eminent Apoſtles. 

7. Particularly to St. Peter, with whom he 
contended, openty oppoſing and reprehending his 
Error, (Gal. 2.11. ) which he durſt not have 
done, if he had known any Superiority, in Power 
and Authority, to have been im St. Peter. Nay, 
here had been a fit occaſion for $4. Peter to. have 
aſſerted his Authority ( if he had known any to 
have been in him, which was. not in St. Paul) 
and not have ſufered -himſelt to! be thus cor: 
rected by him for hrs Error. Of which we have 
not ore word; nor did he, tho onr Lord choſe him 
firſt, and built his Church upon him, challenge to yr 
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ſelf any thing inſolently, or arrogantly ; ſo as to fag 
he the Primacy, and therefore onght rather ts 
be obeyed by thoſe who were novel and later Perſons. 


—— 


They are the words of St. Cyprian (o), who plain- (s) Epi 
ly hereby declares his ſenſe to have been, that theſe 1 cdir. Ri- 


t. whoſe Notes 


words of our Lord to St. Peter, gave him no ſuch thn: a. £ ar 
Primacy, as ſet him above Correftion ; that is, wth prufng. 


no Supremacy, or Dominion; and that it had 
been an inſolent and a ot thing, if he had 
aſſumed to himſelf any ſuch Primacy, 

$8. For the Fathers, it muſt be next obſerved, 
never underſtood theſe words exciaſroely ; but call 
all the Apoſtles by the very ſame names of Ho- 
nour and Dignity that they do Peter; and other 
Biſhops afterwards by the ſame Names that they 
do the Biſhop of Rowe. For Example, I find 


. one called Father of Fathers, another Biſhop of 


Biſhops ; nay, all of them called Y:carios Chriſti, 
the Vicars of Chriſt, whoſe place they here ſup- 
plied. Which Eminent Title the Popes of Rome 


. heretofore, were ſo far from appropriating to 


cars of St. Peter, not Vicars of Chrift, $o this laſt 
they themſelves have honoured other Biſhops 
withal, as whole Councils have alfo done; who 
exhort the People to honour the Govyernours and 
Paſtors of Churches, as Fathers, and Chrift"'s Vi- 


themſelves, that, as their common Þ was Vi- 


(p) V. Joh. 


cars (p). But that perhaps, which will be thought Lanoii po. 2. 


moſt to the purpoſe, is this : That as St. Chryſo- _ _ 


ome (q) in his Sermon upon thoſe bleſſed pair, as ;otium, p. 21, 
jo calls them, St. Peter, and St. Paul, gives them 4 ” 


alike Titles, and ſays, God truſted them with the ,0) Tom *: 
G 2 


Þ,992. & 995, 
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Sonls of the whole World; 10, ſpeaking of all the. 
Twelve Apoſtles, he calls them expreſly in 
the ſingular Number, the Rock, or Foundation 
of the Church. Thus, I ſhow'd before, St. Cy- 
prian alſo diſcourſes, when he ſaith from theſe 
words of our Saviour, is derived all the Power 
of Biſhops and Governours in the Church, who 
ſucceſſively ordain Paſtors; that the Church may 
be conſtituted upon Biſhops. To whom I will only 
add Theodoret, upon that known place in the 
Pſalms, Ixxxvii. 1. His Foundation is in the Holy 
Moextains ; which, in the ſpiritual Senſe, being 
meant of the New Jeruſalem, he thus expounds. 
The Foundations of Piety are the Divine Inſtrufti- 
ons which Chriſt hath given us : the Holy Moun- 
tains, upon whom he hath laid theſe Foundations, are 
the Apoſtles of our Savioar : Who are thence cal- 
led themſelves Foundations, becauſe they laid the 
Foundation of Chriſtianity by the Divine Inſtru- 
Qtions, which they gave from Chriſt ; according 
to that of St. Paul, which he immediately adds, 
Te ave built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles 
aud Proph®s, Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner- 
Store. 

9. And therefore, when the Fathers treat of 
this very matter, they .give other reaſons wh 
Chriſt named Peter only when he ſpake theſe 
words; not to give him any Prerogative, much 
leſs Monarchy ; but to ſignifie the Unity he 
would have 1n his Church. This St. Cyprian 
diſcourſes of at large in words as exprels as can 
be delired. * Chriſt ſaid to Perer, Upon this Rock 
*I 
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*I will-build my Church; and tho he gave to all 
* his Apoſtles, after his ReſurreQtion, ' parem Po- 
* teftatems, equal Power ; yet, ut Unitatens mani- 
* feſtaret, that he: might declare the Unity he 
* would have; he ſpake firſt to him alone, that 
© on him he would build his Church. Not ma- 
king him by theſe words, it 1s plain, the Impe- 
rial Head of the Church, but only a repreſenta- 
tive Type of its Unity. For he immediately 
adds, The reſt of the Apoſtles were the wery ſame 
that Peter was, endued with equal Co-partnerſhip 
both of Honour and of Power ; but the beginning 
proceeds -=_ Unity, that the Church of Chrift may 


be ſhewed to be one (r). And a little after he con- (+) pe uni- © 


ſiders all the Biſbopricks in the World as one Maſs * Eccleſiz 
or Lump, whereof every — in the World hath Foray =1—4 
an intire part. Fhe like I might add out of Pope Epiſcoparus 
Symmachus himſelf, in a Letter to the Biſhop of yas <1 cujus 
Arles (s), where he acknowledges, that as the "roy = 
power of the Holy Trinity is one, and undivided ; ſo newr. 
there is one ng___ among divers Biſhops. But I ,&) _— 
have not room for more Authorities of this kind. xxxvi. 
I will rather obſerve, That there is another 

plainer reaſon of Chriſt's ſpeaking thus to St. Pe- 
ter, which is, that he was choſen by Chriſt to be- 
gin the glorious Work of gathering a Catholick 
Chutch, and therefore he direQed his Speech 
Rn to him, as the Perſon who ſhould be 

rſt imployed in this buſineſs, telling him, I wil 
givethee the of the Kingdom of Heaven ; be- 
cauſe he was firſt to open the Gate or Door of 
Faith to the Gentiles, and let them intothe Church 


ot 
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(s) De Pudi- 
citia C, xXk1. 


of Chriſt. This appears from the memorable 
Hiſtory of Cornelis; upon which herefle&s when 
he tells the Apoſtles in the *Council at Jersſalem, 
Ye know how that 4 good while ago, God made choice 
among us, that the Gentiles by my Mouth ſhould 
hear the Word of the Goſpel, and believe, AQts 15.7, 
The words are more ſignificant in the Greek, 
which we tranſlate « good while ago, &p' 1uepov 
aezeior, from the ancient days, or the firſt times, 
God made choice of me from among the reſt : 
which may well refer to thoſe of our Saviour ; 
whoſe times are the «e ex” (Mark 1.1.) the begin- 
zing of the Goſpel of ] 
God, which St. Peter firlt publiſhed among the 
Gentiles. | 

This was an Honour peculiar to him, and be- 
ſtowed on him it's likely, becauſe of the for- 
wardneſs of his Faith in Chriſt, and the vehe- 
mency of his AﬀeCtion to him; as well as be- 
cauſe he was firſt choſen to be an Apoſtle. And 
with refpet to this, we readily acknowledg, 
Chriſt promiſed ſomething ſingular to him in thete 
words; which was that he ſhould firſt lay the 
Foundation of the Church among the Gentiles. 
Some add among the Jews allo, becauſe we read 
he was the firſt Speaker upon the day of Pexre- 
co#, Atts x. 14. - But thoke words ſufficiently in- 
timate that the reſt of the Apoſtles then ſpake as 
well as he ; eſpecially if we compare them with 
what goes before, YVerſ. 7,8, 9. where it is ſaid, 
The Multitude heard them ſpeak, every Man in his 
own. Language, &c. Tertullian (5) adds _ in- 

ances 


efus Chriſt the Son of 
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ſtances of his firſt exerciſing the Power of the 
Keys; but none of them prove more than that 
he had the Honour to be primms, non ſupremus, 
firſt, not ſupream ; Princeps, poſt quem alii dein- 
ceps, the chief, or beginning ; whom all the reſt 
followed in equal Power and Authority, For he 
was Chief only in Order and: Place, not in Do- 
minion, or JuriſdiCtion. 

10, No: We muſt after all this conſider, that 
our Lord when he ſpake theſe words, did not lay 
the Foundation of the Chutch, but only promiſes 
he would hereafter build his Church won this Rock, 
and give him the Kyys of the Kingdom of Heaven : 
For ſd the words are in the future Time, 7 will 
build, and I will give thee, &c. Now, as he 
makes this Promiſe-to them all, I fhewed before, 
in the next Chapter ; ſo, when he actually grves 
this Power, which he faith here he will give, he 
beſtows it upon every one of them, which was 
after his Refurredtion; Jobx 20.21, As my Father 
hath ſent me, even ſo 1 fend you. Here he ſpeaks 
in the preſent Tune, and gives thern, in this Comp 
miſſion, the Power, which they had not before ; 
making them to be what they were ever after. 
In token of which, he breathed on them, and ſaid 
unto them, Recepve ye the Holy Gho#t. Whoſe ſorver 
Sins ye remit, they are remitted, . 8c. Ver. 22, 23. 
Can any one who reads theſe words, think thar 
Peter was. only ſent, and: made the only Foendatr- 
on, and the only Gate to let Men into the Church ; 
when he hears ſuch an Auchoriry as this, granted 
and feaſed to them all? He hath loft then the 
ancient 
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ancient ſenſe of the Church , which Theophylai? 
+ Var, 15, 19. * repreſents in theſe words, Though it was ſaid 
to Peter only, I\wow ov, T will give thee, yet it was 
given to all the Apoſtles. When? Then, when he 
ſaid, Whoſe ſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted 
to them. For, I will give, denotes the future Time ; 
that is, after the —_— Hear alſv how 
(f) Enarra- St. Auſtin (t ) diſcourſes upon theſe words of the 
cioin Plal. 87+ P{almiſt before-mentioned ; Why are they called 
the Foundations .of the Apoſtles and Prophets ? Be- 
cauſe their Authority ſupports our weakneſs. And 
why are they Gates ? Becauſe - them we enter into 
the Kjngdom of Heaven. For they preach to us; 
and when we enter by them, we enter by Chriſt. Is 
it not plain by this, that they did not think 
St. Petey to be the only Man that ſtands at the 
Gate, as it were, and with his Keys lets Men 
into Heaven? To ſay this, is as much as to ſay 
he only preached. Did not St. John preach alſo, 
and St. James ? As for St. Paul, he laboured more 
than them all, Therefore I may truly ſay accor- 
ding to. St. Auſtin's meaning, by John, and by 
James, as well as Peter, but eſpecially by Paul, 
we have an entrance into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. They all had equal Power, they were all 
ually Gates, 'whereby Men entred into the 
Fi Jeruſalem; they were all equally Founda- 
tions of the Church of Chriſt. St. Peter laid the 
firſt Stone, as he let in the firſt of the Gentiles ; 
but St. Pawl let in more than he afterwards; as 


appears by the whole Story of his preaching the 
Goſpel of Chriſt ; : ; P 


To 
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To conclude this : St. Peter himſelf, it is ma- 
nifeſt, did not know of any fuch Authority, as 
is now claimed, reſiding in him. For, writing 
two Catholick Epiſtles, he gives aot the leaſt in- 
timation of any ſuch Univerſal Paſtorſhip, as is 
now pretended to be derived from him: but quite 
contrary, calls himſelf Fellow Elder with the Pa- 
ftors of the Church ; to whom he gives the ſame 
Exhortation, that Chriſt did to him, Feed the 
Flock of God, 1 Pet. v. 1,2. which doth not differ 
in ſenſe, from Feed my Sheep, or, Feed my Lambs, 
Joh. xx1. 15, 16. Nay more than this, in the 
Goſpel, which the ancient Fathers ſay, St. Mark 
wrote by St. Peter's direQtion, he doth not {ſo 
much as mention this Speech of Chriſt to him ; 
but only his own Confeſſion, Mark viii. 29, which 
we may look upon as an Argument, that he did 
not think it contained any Power, peculiar to 
him ; which we may be ſure he would not have 
forgotten. 


Againſt ſo many weighty Reaſons, ſome think Objeg. 1. 


it ſufficient to argue for his Supremacy, meerly 
from his being conſtantly named firſt, when there 
is occaſion to ſpeak of him. Five places are al- 
kdged for this purpole, Matth. x. 2. Mark Hi. 17. 
Luke vi. 14. As 1.13. John xxi. 2. Unto which 
I thiak fit to make a ſhort Reply. 


Firſt; That this is not ſuch exat Truth, as 
to admit of no Exception. For there are no leſs 
than foxr places, where he is named with other 

H Apoltles, 
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Apoſtles, and not ſet the firſt. 1 Cor. iu, 22, & 
ix. 9. Gal. it. 9. Foh.1. 45. 

Secondly ; Suppoſing it was done deſignedly in 
thoſe places, where there is a Catalogue given of 
the Apoſtles, the meer placing of a Name firſt, 
will prove no Superiority of Power over thoſe 
who are named after him, as might be ſhown 
from a great many inſtances. For any little ad- 
vantage of Age, Service, AﬀeCtion, or the like, 
may well be a Reaſon for ſuch Precedence. 

Thirdly; The exaCt truth is, when they were 
together as a Colledge, it was neceſſary ſome one 
ſhould be firſt in order: but afterward when they 
were ſcattered abroad all over the World, there 
was no fuch Precedence thought of. For others, I 
have ſhown,are named before him, and ſometimes 
took place of him: as St. James did at Jeruſalem, - 
where he preſided in the Council held there. Pe- 
ter andeed ſpake and delivered his Opinion firſt, 
but the Decree is made by James, who faith, after 
he had taken notice of what Simeon had ſpoken, 
$24 netrw, I determine, or judg, my Sentence is, 
(as we tranſlate it) That we trouble not them, 
which from among the Gentiles are turned unto God ; 
but write to them, that they abſtain from Pollutions 
if Idols, &c. Atts xv. 19, 20. And accordingly 
it was drawn up in his very words, in that Let- 
ter, which was written in the name of them all, 
to the Gentile Chriſtians, Ver/. 25, 29. 

This is no novel Cr:ticiſm of Proteſtants, but 
acknowledged, heretofore by eminent Writers in 

(7) 1s Mar. 17. the Roman Communion. Atphonſms Toftatus (r), 
. tor 
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for inſtance, obſerves that in this. Council, Peter 

did not produce the definition of the Church ; 

but James alone 1] _ definitively, as the Organ of 

the whole Church, and greater than any of the 

Aſſeſſors. . And later than this, Lorinws * the Je- * Comment. 
ſuite, here notes, that James ſeems to ſpeak Op C. x0: 
thentically, and as a Judge; when Peter is ſaid” *** 
ſimply to have ſpoken his mind. 

How eaſie were it here ( ifI durſt take the lij- 
berty to ſtrain ſeveral Obſervations, beyond their 
true intention ) to bid you mark and obſerve 
how St. James declares himſelf in this Council, 
the Head of the Church, ſet over all his Brethren, 
For, firſt, he being Biſhop of Jeruſalem, the Mo- 
ther-Church of : whole World, thus begins his 
Speech ; Men and Brethren, hearken unto me, ver. 
I 2. as if he were the Succeſſor of Chriſt, of whom 
it was ſaid, Hear ye Him. Next, (ver. 14. ) he 
calls him who had ſpoken before him, bare Sime- 
on, not Peter now ; as if that Name ſignified No- 
thing 'to him, who fate above him. For he adds, 
as I have ſaid, his *y& «give, I juage, or give this 
ſentence. And, laſtly, when Peter had pleaded for 
an abſolute and indefinite liberty from the burden 
of all Legal Rites (ver.10.) James thinks fit not to 

rant them an entire freedom, but to tie them 
Nil to ſome peceſſary Oblervances, ver. 19, 28. 

But we have not thus learned Chriſt, (as S.Paul 
ſpeaks ) that is, the Chriſtian Religion : though 
| leſs Circumſtances than theſe, ſome endea- 
vour to prove the Monarchy of St. Peter. 
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Objeft. 2. 


Anft W. 


Our Saviour, ſay they, ſpeaks to him after fuch 
a particular manner , as argues he intended to 
beſtow on him ſome particular Grace, not com- 
mon. to him with others. For he calls him by 
the Name he had before he came to him, and 
mentions his Father's Name, -and the Name he 
himſelf had given him ; and then alludes to that 
Name of Peter, in the word Rock, and gave him 
a particular _—_— upon occaſion of a particu- 
hr AQ, of his conteſſing Chriſt's Divinity, which 
God in particular revealed to him. All theſe 
ſhow, that the Promiſe made to him, after fuch a 
way, and introduced with ſuch peculiar Cir- 
cumſtances, was not common to others, but pe- 
culiar to himſelf. 


But after this labourious heaping up of meer 
circumſtantial things, the Conſequence they 
would infer from hence falls to the ground. Be- 
cauſe we are informed by him who cannot de- 
ceive us, that hedid not deſign the t Power 
here promiſed particularly to him alone, but to 
them all : for what he promikes here to him, vey. 
19. he g__—_ to them all in the next Chapter, 
xXviii. 18. And beſides this, as the ſubſtantial 
part of this Diſcourſe belongs to them all; fo 
moſt of the Circumſtances which I have enume- 
rated, are common to others, and not peculiar to 
him. For others confeſfed his Divinity, and 
were taught it by God, and were bleſſed, and 
deligned alfo for Stones in the Fabrick of the 
Ghurch; as hath been already proved. So that 


there 


St. PETER's Duy. 


there is nothing left but S;mwon Bar-jons ( that is, 
his own Name, and his Fathers Name) and the 


Name of Peter, to ſupport this wei 
on of St. Peter's Supremacy. A 


Foundati- 
they are very 


flender things. For the mention of Barjona, Son of 
Jons, was neceſſary to diſtinguiſhthis Simon, from 
the other Simon Zelotes : and Simon was neceſſary 
to be mentioned, that this Son of Jona might be 
diſtinguiſhed from Andrew, who was his Son alſo. 
And as for the Name of Peter, tho we ſhould 
grant it to be the very ſame with the Rock after 
mentioned, it is very far from proving that he 
alone had the thing, becauſe he alone had the 
Name: for they were all Rocks, I have ſhown, 
in the ſame ſenſe that he was a Rock. And the 
moſt we can gather from it, or from the reſt of 
theſe peculiar Circumſtances, is this; that he had 
the Honour promiſed him of being the fr ft that 
ſhould lay the Foundation of Faith among the 
Gentiles. Which St. Ambroſe ( y), or ſome other 
old Homilift that aſſumed his Name, makes the xvii. de fide 
reaſon of his being called a Rock : Petra dicitur, 
eo quod primus in Nationibus, fidet fundamenta po- 
ſuerit ; He is fail to be the Rock, becauſe he 
firit laid the Foundations of Faith among the Na- 
tions. Which, notwithſtanding, did not give him 
a Supremacy over them ; but St. Pau{ was the 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, Rom. xi 13. and as God 
wrought fo mightily with him, that he made 

t Converſions among them; {o being brought 
to Chriſt, he had upon him the Care of all the 
Churches, 2 Cor.xi.28. Which if St. Peter had any 


where 


( y) Serm. 
Perri Apoſtoli. 
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(3) See Bel- 
larm. Q. 2. de 
Pont, Rom. Cc. 
xii. Reſp. ad $. 


ObjeR.Calvini. 


where ſaid of himſelf, I am ſure it would have 
been urg'd as an evident proof of his Univerſal 
Paſtorſhip : but we make no ſuch Inference from 
it for St. Paul, becauſe we know Chriſt made no 
one Head of all Churches, nor gave to any of the 
Apoſtles, a Supremacy of Power, and Univerſa- 
liry of Juriſdiction. 


V, 


But beyond all this, there is ſtill a higher Pre- 
ſumption that they are guilty of, who extend the 
Prerogative ſuppoſed to be granted here to St. Pe- 
ter, unto all the ſucceeding Biſhops of Rome, 
whom they make the Heirs of kis Authority, In 
which there are a vaſt number of Suppolirions, 
that can never be proved ; as many Writers of 
our Church have ſhown, and therefore I will nor 
here repeat them. Ir is ſufficient to tell them, 
that they themſelves are forced to grant, That 
ſome Speeches of our Saviour, were ſo perſonally 
direQted to St. Peter, that he himſelf only was 
concerned in them, and not his Succeſſors (z). 
Now if any, there is great reaſon to look upon 
this as one of thoſe Speeches which were limited 
to Peter's Perſon, and cannot be thought to be in- 
tended to any body after him. For, 

1. Firſt, the deſcription of his Perſon, by the 
perſonal adjunts, both of his Name, and of his 
Parentage, may moſt gouuney be urged to prove 
that this Speech is perſonal ; limited to him alone 
by expreſs terms of individual difference. And 

it 
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it is obſervable, that both here, when he faith he 
will build his Church upon him, and when he bids 
him Feed his Sheep, foh. XXL 15, 16, 17, he uſes 
the very ſame terms of individual difference, 
callin Sm Simon Son of TJona : So that of all 
the places upon which they of. the Church of 
Rome chiefly ground the claim of their Biſhops, 
as his Succeſlors, there are none more perſonal 
than theſe two; which moſt*evidently reſtrain 
the words to Peter alone. 

2. And this appears farther, from the impoſſi- 
bility that this Honour of founding the Church up- 
ow him, ſhould reach beyond his Perſon. © Be- 
cauſe there can be no more Foundations of a 
Building, than are laid at firſt. All that comes 
after is built upon that, and is, as wecall it, Su- 
perſtructure. If St. Peter therefore were the 
Foundation of the Church, his Succeſſors cannot 
be intended in this Name : becauſe the Church 
is not ſtill to be founded; but all that come 
after him, do themſelves rely upon that Founda- 
tion. 

3. But the chief _ of all is, That Chriſt 
did not lay ſuch a Foundation of his Church, as 
might fail, and have. need of the Succeſſion of 
another : which was alſo to fail it felf, and re- 
quired another continued Succeſſion of Foundati- 
ons. For as the Author to the Hebrews proves 
from hence the Infirmity of the Aaronical Prieſt- 
hood ; -that their High-Prieits being mortal, could 
not adminiſter an Eternal Prieſthood, which be- 
longs to Chriſt alone, who remains for ever - - 

ike 
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like manner-may we certainly argue in-this mat- 
ter. - If the Foundation of the Church muſt be 
conſtant and permanent, they cannot be the Foun- 
dation of it, who dying frequently, make it ne- 
ceſſary another ſhould be ſubſtituted in their 
ſtead : But it was abſolutely neceſſary the Foun- 
dation ſhould be perpetual, immoveable, and un- 
alterable, always remaining the ſame, and ne- 
ver changing ; and therefore we may be ſure they 
are not the Rock on which the Church is built, 
who are in a perpetual change, and cannot con- 


tinue, but muſt give way to others. If we ſhould 


allow ſuch a Foundation of the Church, we 
muſt allow as many ſeveral Foundations as there 
are Popes : and ſo the Rock on which the Church 


is built, cannot be faid to be one and the fame 


tor ever. 

All which ſhows how true it is, that Peter 
himſelf was not that Rock on which Chrift pro- 
miſed -to build his Church : unleſs we under- 
ſtand 'thereby only his Miniſterial Fun&tion, 


which he did not exerciſe ſolely, but had all the 
reſt Co-workers with hum. 


VI. 


But let us, in the laſt place, ſuppoſe once more, 
that he was'the Rock-more'than the reſt ; yer it 
is a ſtrange Concluſion from hence, that Chriſt 
made him the Lord end ſole Governonr of his 
Church. For what relation hath a Rock to Power, 
Government, and Dominion? We may as ſoon 


draw 
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draw Water out of a Pumice, as any ſuch DoQtrine 
out of this word Rock ; which hath relation only 
to Solidity, Firmneſs, —— or ſomething 
of that kind ; as —_ from the very nature-of 
the word, and the uſe of - it inall Authors ; where 
it never imports any thing of that which is now 
ſo much pleaded for, and made the Subje& of 
the greateſt Conteſts. . 

And therefore thoſe Writers who expound theſe 
words of Peter, ſay honing of his Dominion, 
much leſs of the Dominion of the Popes of Rome, 
for which there is now ſo much tickling ; bur 
they give us quite another reaſon, why he is called 
the Rock. Becauſe of the fſolidity of his Devo- 
tion, ſaith one: becauſe he was mrniſpautrG-, as 
hard as a Rock, or ſtone, in the Faith, faith ano- 
ther : becauſe of the Td 52gedv Tis minus, the firm- 
neſs of his Faith, faith a third : becauſe of his 
Faith in the true Rock, faith a fourth : becauſe 
alſo he laid the firft Foundation of Faith among 
the Gentiles : and becauſe that this Faith which he 
profelled, viz. That Feſws Chriſt is the Son of God, 
15 the firſt Principle of our Religion, the begin- 
ning of Chriſtianity, the Foundation and Bottom 
of all that we believe. - In which Faith he was fo 
ſedfaſt, that he did not fluctuate in uncertainty, 
like the reſt of the Jews, ſome of which ſaid, he 
was Elias, others Jeremias, others John the Bap- 
iff but was ſetled in this conſtant Perſwaſion, 
that Jeſus was the Son of God ; which he as con- 
ſtantly preached unto others, and converted unto 
this Faith. : , 


hl 
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I haye not thought it neceſſary to quote the 

Authors, where all theſe things may be found : 1 
(a) Hareſ: will only namp Egiphanis S, who {peaking of 
lix, num. 7, 8. Se. Peter, whom he calls the maſt principal of the 
Apoltles, he adds, Who truly wa: to ws @ firm: Rack, 
founding the Faith of the Lord, voor which the 
Church i altogether built. Firſt, when be confeſſed 
Chriſt to be the Son of the Living God, and heard 
our Savioer ſay, Upon this Rock,of au unſhaken Faith, 
will 1 build wy Church. 4nd. araje, be was a firm 
Rock,. the Foundatian of the Houſe of ' Gad ; when 
denying Chriſt, be returned, and had thoſe words 
ſaid unto bim, Feed my Sheep. For Chriſt ſaying 
this; drams ws to Repentance; that on him may be 
byilt again 4 welk-grownded Faith, which dath not de- 
BY Lifeto thaſe that truly repeat. 
.- Who doth not fee, that this Father thought he 
was the Rock, becauſe he laid the Foundatzon of 
Faith in us? And there are thoſe who think, he 
had the; 'Name of Peter giver bim, to ſhow alſo 
the Difficulties and Dangers he was to go through, 
in that Imployment unto. which he was called, of 
preaching the Faith. 

But more than fuch things as theſe, is not to be 
drawn out of theſe words. . No ſuch thing as the 
Infallibility of the Biſhap of Rowe; which is a- 
gother Pretumptiong built upon this word Rock. 
Fox ſuppoling Peer to bg the Rock ; that is, ſaith 
Bellarmine, the Foundation of the Church ; thence 
it follows, he could not err: becauſe then the 
Foundation would proye ruinous, and.the Church, 
which 1s the Building, would fall to the ground. 

And 


_—  —— 
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And conſequently his Succeflots carmort err, for 
the fame reaſon ; becaufe they are what he was, 
the Foundation upon which the Charch relics, 
and if rhey ſhould fail, che Chriftian Religion 
might come to nothing. Which i {6 wretched a 
fort of reafoning, that i ſhows the greateſt Wits 
were not able to lay thing confiderable ih 
this cauſe. Por it 2 nolts that, which hath nþ 
' at all, that Petey was the fole Forndation 
of the Church. _ If Ne were not, then, if this 
reaſoning be good, it proves all , whoare 
the Succefſors of the-Apoſttes ( and tly fo 
called by ancient Writers) to be infallible. 
But I ſhall fay no n\ore of thiy; tr there are 
ſo many flaws in ſuch Diſcourſes, as derive to the 
Succeſlors, all that was irt Petey, or the reſt of the 


Apoſtles, that they are not eaſily numbred ; and 
of ws 


I o' ſaid gh I h —_ (Rn the 
pretenſions E cnt Cliurch of Rome, 
grounded upon this By are weak'and without 
any bottom, ' They fall ro'the ground when we 
come to touel them with one rations! _ 
and prove. like a Building that'hath no Fonndati- 
on. | Or, they arc-nor like a- SteuFure built on a 
Rock; bur like Houſe ther! Meri build on the 
Sand;; Fhere is :nothingzof ſolidiry; -riethting of 
_— their Arguments upon this Subject: 
but-after much pains to corned a-great many 
things togerher, they fall aftmder like a Rope 
of:Sand, "Fhere is no folid: realon' tro make us 
thivlk that our Lord! ſpakethere of Peter, and not 


of Fbmfelf : Or; if I of Peter, that he' 
2 


meant 
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meant his Perſon, and not that Doarine which 
he preached. - And no reaſon in the Earth that he 


ſpake concerning himſelf, or his DoQrine only to 
Peter, 'and 'not to them all: Or, if: we ſhould 


make this large grant,/ that he ſpake only of Pe- 
ter, there ED the leaſt ſhadow -of reaſon, to 
make us think he ſpake of his Dominion, and ſu- 

ream Power; but only of his ſtedfaſtneſs in the 

aith,' and his being the frf Inſtrument in ga+ 
thering a Church among the Gentiles : tho he was 
not.the prime Inſtrument, if we thereby underſtand 
the chiefeft and greateſt, for that was St. Paul. 


Some Uſes of what hath been ſaid. 
n 


And therefore we are a true Church, though 
we have nothing to do with the Biſhop of Rome. 
This is no part of the definition of a Church, 
that it is united to him as its Head ; bur it is in- 
tire without it. The Biſhop of Rome makes all 
his claim from St. Peter ; who, it is plain, had no 
Univerſal Juriſdiftion | _— or promiſed in 
theſe words; and therefore the Pope can get no- 
thing by them. | Faith- in- Chriſt Jeſus, Commus- 
nion with our Chrittian Brethren, and SubjeQti- 
on to thoſe Paſtors who are over us in the Lord, 
are ſufficient to make us a Church, whether the 
Pope will or. no. Thouglthere were no ſuch Bi- 
ſhop in the World,; though the Chair of St. Pe- 
ter were oyerturncd, and no where to be found; 

a the 


St, PETE R's Day. 


65 


the Church of Chriſt would be where it was, built 
upon the Foundations of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets. There is not one of the Apoſtles that fay 
a word, in their Writings, of the Prerogative of 
St.:Peter. - Among all their Admonitions to the 
Churches, they never bid them be ſubje& unto 
him, much lefs to his Succeſſors : but only to 
thoſe that rule over them , to thoſe that adwoniſb 
them, and watch for their Souls; that is, to their 
own Paſtors and Governors, in thoſe places where 


they lived. 
IT. 


| Since therefore we are undoubtedly a true 

Church of Chriſt, though we have no depen- 
dance on him, and ſhould have been ſo though we 
had never heard there was ſuch a Biſhop 1n the 
World: let us be mindful of the Exhortatien of 
the Apoſtle St. Jude, ver. 20, 21. . which contains 
the propereſt Uſe of what hath been ſaid. 


20. But ye, Beloved, building up your ſelves on 
your moi. boly Faith, praying in. the Holy 


Ghef 

21. P your ſelves in the Love of God, looking 
for the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto 
Eternal Life. | 


Firſt; Baild up your ſelves on your moſt holy 
- Faith. Do not think of building upon the Suc- 


ceſſor of St. Peter, as the Prieſts of the _—_ 
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of Rome would perſwade you : but upon that 
Chrift, and that mo# holy Faith, on which St,. Pe- 
ter himſelf was built, | 


There are three things which the Apoſttes. of 
our Lord fpeak concerning Faith. 


Firſt, The k of laying the Foundation 

# : which I Le. dead olds; fo that rk 
is no need to-exhort you to it : but I may fay, as 
the Apoſtle doth to the Hebrews, Ch. vi. r. Let «s 
£0 on unto perfettion ; not laying again the Founda- 
tion of Repentance from dead Works, and of Faith 
towards God, 

Secondly, They ſpeak of continuing in the Faith, 
far by that we coatinue inthe Church; the Body 
of Chriſt. Row. wL. 20, Thop ftandeft by Faith, 
2 Cor. 1. wlt. by Faith ye ftand. 

Thirdly, Of continumg fedfaft in. it ; Col. ii. 5. 
L-rejoace; bebalding your or der, aud the ftedfaſtmeſs of 
your Faith in Chriſh, 1 Gor,xvi.1y. Stavd faſt in 


the Faith. 


 And\bere Ss. Jude adi an Exhormionitobnild- 
ing up our ſelves on it ; to endeavour, , that is, to 
creaſe and grow {iroog.in. Faith; by qnderſtand-. 
tngall the Grounds and Reafons on which\ it re- 
lies, by obſerving all the Teſtimenies-which God 
hath given to his Sox Jeſus Chriſt : for this is the 
very FHomndation. of Reltg ion: ( rule. tlie words of 
Kr. Elrfoftom)) the original of Righteouſneſs, the - 
head ans fountain: of Samitity, the biginming of ali 
Frue 
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true Devotion, the light of the Soul, ard the gate 
of Eternal Life. 

But we need not go to Rowe for any of theſe; 
and particularly we may know this great thing, 
St, Chry/aſters Ipeaks of ; and be ſure without con- 
ſulting ther, that the Sow of God is come ( as it is 
in the laſt Verſe but one of the firſt Epiſtle of 
St. Jobs) and hath given ws an underſtanding, that 
we vey knav hin that is true ( 5.6. the true God, 
whoſe Nature, and Will is declared by him) and 
we ave in him that is true, euer in his Sow Teſws 
Chrif; that is, Children of the true God, or his 
choſen People, in or by his Son Jeſus Chrift ; that 
is, by hearty Faith in_ him, who is his only Be- 
gotten, of one ſubſtance with the Father, full of 
Grace and Truth, | 

Of all this, I fay we may be fure, (and this, 
as it there follows, « the true God, and Eternal 
Life ) though we never know whether there be 
ſuch a place as Rome, and fuch a Bifhop as the 
' Poge : of whom many Chriſtians, no doubt, in 
ſeveral parts of the World, never heard fo much 
as one word. And therefore let us not be ſo 
weak as to think we muſt needs ule any of his 
Tools and Inftruments, for the doping the Founda- 
tion,, or for the building up our felv 


all the Apoſtles; whoſe words we have recorded 
in the holy Books, and no whereelſe: and which 
all the Miniſters of Chriſt have as much Autho- 
rity to expound as they. ; and can give as good 
reaſon for. what they fay.; as-appears by _ 

th. 


es in the Chri-' 
ſtian Faith, Which relies upon the Teſtimony of 
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| hath been. ſaid upon this place, which- is the 


Principle from whence they would wring ( for 
derive they cannot) ſo great a Power as they 
challenge. 'To which if you ſubmit, it is to un- 
do all that you have done, to /ay again the Foun- 
dation of Faith, or rather to overturn it; and 
build upon Human Authority inſtead of Diyine. 
Which is one thing, that would prevail with you, 
if it were conſidered, not to give up your ſelves 
to their DireCtions : whoſe great labour, it- is to 
unſettle your Faith, not toſtreagthen it; to make 

ou doubtful of may thing in the Chriſtian 

eligion, not to build you up on the Faith of 
Chriſt. 


Secondly ; But beſides this, he would have us 
pray in the Holy Ghoit. That is, ardently and 
with ſuch devout AﬀeCtions, as the Holy Ghoſt 
ſometimes inſpires 3 and for ſuch things as the 
Holy Ghoſt teaches us to ask, in the holy Goſpel, 
which is the Mind of the Spirit of God-; and e- 
ſpecially to pray thus in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. 
For the Apoſtle here oppoſes theſe things, to the 
prattice of thoſe that ſeparated themſelves, bein 
ſenſual, having not the Spirit, ver. 19. Our Lo 
would have us pray always, and in our Cloſet, e- 
ſpecially in the Aſſemblies of our Chriſtian Bre- 
thren : where we muſt take heed of being frigid 
or luke-warm; of praying to gratify any of our 
Carnal Deſires, eſpecially that of Revenge (as 
St. James teaches us, ch.iv. 1,2,3.) and of praying 
in the Name of St. Peter, or St. Paul, or any 
| | other 
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other Saint or Angel; for which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath given no direction; but quite contrary told 
us, by the Mouth of his holy Apoſtles, that to ws 
there ts but one God and one Lord, 1 Cor. viii. 6. 
One God, and one Mediator between God and Man, 
i Tim, ii. 5. So that, to uſe any other, is to fall 
into a Schiſms, to ſpoil the Unity, and break the 
Communion of the Church of Chriſt : as they 
of the Church of Rome have done ; both by this, 
and by changing the ancient Government, Diſci- 
plize and Faith of the Chriſtian Church : Which 
believed nothing heretofore, concerning St. Peter, 
and his Succeſlor's Supream Power over all the 
Biſhops in the World: who took themſelves to 
be the Vicars of Chrift, as much as the Biſhop of 
Rome. "Take a Review of what I have ſaid, and 
you will ſee that it is they who have ſeparated them- 
ſetves from the reſt of the Chriſtian World, by 
uſurping this Univerſal Juriſdiction, as well as 
by many other things; and fo broken that Cha- 
rity, and quenched that loving and kind Spirit, 
which gives the greateſt efficacy to our Prayers, 
and makes them moſt fervent and moft prevalent. 
Joyn not therefore your ſelves to them ; but as 


the Apoſtle adds in the third place, 


Thirdly, Kyep your ſelves in the Love of God. 
Our Lord Chrilt tells you how, Joh. xv. 10. If 
ye keep my Commanaments, ye ſhall abide in my 
Love, &c. adding wer. 12. This is my Commana- 
ment, that ye love one another, a; I hwve loved 
you : Which he' repeats agzin, Verſe 17. Theſe 
T. things 


— 
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things I command you, that ye love one another. 

Have a ſincere and hearty AﬀeCtion for all 
Chriſtian People ; and imitate not the Romaniſts, 
who are out of _ with the far greateſt part- 
of the Chriſtian World. 

This Love of God and of our Brethren (which 
are inſeparable) is the fruit of Faith and of Pray- 
er: without which they are nothing worth. We 
mult nor only lift »p our Hands to God, which is 
a defcription of Prayer : but /ift up our Hands alſo 
unto his Commandments, which we have: loved (Plal. 
cxix. 48,) which is to do God's Will, with a 
ſincere Aﬀe&ion to it. Withont ſuch fruits of 
Faith, we ſhall not be able to ſtand faſt, in time 
of Temptation, as Men built upon a Rock : No, 
our Lord hath told us, that they who hear his 
Word and do it not, are like to a Man that built 
his Houſe upon the Sand ; which is ſoon over- 
turned, 

If we profeſs then this Faith which St. Peter 
confeſſed, that Jeſws is the Chriſt, the Son of the 
Living God, which is the Foundation of Chriſti- 
anity, 3 let us be faithful and obedient unto him 
in all things. For what he hath bidden us do, as 
well as what he hath bidden us believe, comes. 
with the very ſame Authority ; and ought to be 
look'd upon as the words.of the eyer living Go, 
by his only begotten Son : whom he hath ſent to 
reclaim the World, both from their Infidelity, 
and from their Impiety. 

This is part of the Foundation. of our Religion, 
that we renounce all Wickednefs ;: as well as that 

we 
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we believe our Lord Jeſus, to be the eternal Son 
of God. So St. Paul teaches us, as we tranſlate 
his words, 2 Tim. 1.19. The Foundation of God 
ſtandeth ſare, having this Seal, The Lord knoweth 
them that are his : And, let every one that nameth the 
Name of Chriſt depart from Iniquity. As much as 
to ſay, this a ſetled Truth in the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, that they are Chriſt's, they alone are 
known, or approved by him, who fo profeſs Be- 
lief in him, as to depart from Iniquity. A pro- 
feſſion of his Faith we ought to make; but not 
content our ſelves with that alone. We mult 
add ſomething to it, and St. Peter tell us what, 
2 Pet. 1.5, 6, 7. Add to your Faith, Vertue; and to 
Vertue, Knowledg ; and to Knowledg, Temperance ; 
and to. Temperance, Patience ; and to Patience, God- 
lineſs ; and to Godlineſs, brotherly Kindneſs; and 
to brotherly Kindneſs, Charity. For if theſe things 
be in you, and abound, they make you that ye ſball 
neither be barren, nor aafraicfal in the Knowleds of 
our Lord Jeſu Chrifft. And fo, as St.Jude teaches 
you in the laſt place, 


Fourthly, You thay look for the Mercy of owr 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto Eternal Life. That is, 
have a good hope to be ſaved in the day of the 
Lord, by the great Grace and Mercy of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Stedfaſtly expett this, and wait for 
it with a patient hope; whatſoever any Man 
can fay to diſcourage you, Let it not ſhake you, 
nor. make you doubt of the Mercy of God in 
this way ; unto which the Holy Ghoſt directs Ip: 
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all the Power, to which the Pope pretends from 
St. Peter, ſhall never Þ: able to ſhut you out of 
Heaven. 

He may ſhut out himſelf, by his unjuſt Uſur- 
pations, and by his Uncharitableneſs ; and by his 
unwarrantable Additions to the Chriſtian Do- 
Qrine and Religion : but none of thoſe, who 
truſt in God after this manner which IT have de- 
clared, ſhall ever be confounded. Let him thun- 
der and lighten as much as he pleaſes, it ſhall ne- 
ver hurt, and therefore ſhould not fright any of 
thoſe pious Souls : nor ſhall their hope ever make 
them aſhamed. The found of Damnation per- 
petually. in their Ears, they ought to hear as an 
empty noiſe, and vain words , which ſhould not 
ſo much as ſtartle, much leſs terrify them, or turn 
them out of the way wherein they are. 

All the Conceit which others may have of 
their own Merits, and of the Merirs of the 
Saints, and of the Treafures of their Church, and 
the Indulgences of the Pope, ſhall never avail 
them ſo much, as the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt towards thoſe who look for his appearing 
unto Eternal Life; by an holy Faith, and by ar- 
dent Devotion, and by unfeigned Love to God, 
and to all Chriſtian People. Which cannot fail 
to commend us ſufficiently unto him, who is able, 
as it follows in St. Jude, to keep you from falling, 
and to preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of his 
Glory with exceeding Joy. 


You 
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You ought not to queſtion it, nor ſuffer others 
to raiſe doubts in your Minds about it; but in 
aſſured hope of it, continually bleſs and praiſe 
the Father of Mercies, who hath called you into 
his Church, choſen you to be his People, wrought 
Faith, and Love, and hope of Eternal Life in 
you; ſaying (as he concludes his Epiſtle ) To 
the only Wiſe God our Saviour, be Glory and 
Majeſty, Dominion and Power, both wow and ever. 

en, 
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Tx Hiſtory of the Reformation of the Church of 
England, By GILBERT BURNET, D. D. 
tn two Volumes, Folio, 


The Moderation of the Church of England, in her Re- 
formation, in avoiding all undue Compliances with Pope- 
ry and other ſorts of Phanaticifms, &c. By TI MOT HY 
PULLER, D.D. Ottavo, 


A Diſſertation concerning the Government of the An- 
ciept Church : more particularly of the Encroachments 
of the Biſhops of Rome upon other Sees. By WILLIAM 
C AVE, D. D. Oftavo. 


An Anſwer to Mr. Serjeants [ Sure Footing in Chriſti- 
anity ] concerning the Rule of Faith : With ſome 0- 
ther Diſcouſes. By WILLIAM FALKNER, D.D. 
Duarte. 


A Vindication of the Ordinations of the Church of 
England; in Anſwer to a Paper written by one of the 
Church of Rome, to prove the Nullity of our Orders. By 
GILBERT BURNET, D. D. Ofave. 


The Hiſtory of the Gunpowder Treaſon, col- 
lected from Approved Authors, as well Popsfh as Proteſtant. 
With a Vindication of the ſaid Hiſtory, and of the 
Proceedings and Matters relating thereunto, from the 
Exceptions which have been made againſt it, and more 
eſpecially 
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Books printed for Richard Chiſwell. 
eſpecially of late Years, by the Author of the Catholick. 
Apology, and other: Quarto. 


A Relation of the barbarous and bloody Maſſacre of 
about an hundred thouſand Proteſtants, begun at Paris, 
and carried on over all France, in the Year 1572. Col- 
lefted out of Mezeray, Thuanw, and other Approved 


Authors. Swarto. 


The Apology of the Church of England; and an Epi- 
ſtle to one Signior Scipio, a Venetian Gentleman, concer- 
ning the Council of Trex, Written both in Latin, by 
the Right Reverend Father in God, FOH#N FEWE L 
Lord Biſhop of Sarisbury : Made Engliſh'by a Perſbn of 
Quality. To which is added, The Life of the ſaid Bi- 
ſhop ; Collefted and written by the ſame Hand. Ofave. 
« 


A Letter writ by the laſt Aſſembly General of the 
Clergy of France to the Proteſtants, inviting them to 
return to their Communion. Together with the Me- 
thods propoſed by them for their Convittion. Tranſla- 
ted into Engliſh, and examined, By GILB, BURNET, 
D.D. Ott avo. 


The Life of WILLIAM BEDLE, D.D. Biſhop 
of Kilmore in Ireland, Together with certain Letters 
which paſſed betwixt him and James Waddeſworth (a late 
Penſioner of the Holy Inquiſition in Sevil ) in matter of 
Religicn, concerning the General Motives to the Roman 
Obedrence. Quarto. 


The Decree made at Rome the ſecond of March 1679. 
condemning ſome Opinions of the Jeſuits, and other 
Caſuiſts. Duro. 


A Diſcourſe concerning the Neceſlity of Reformation, 
with reſpe&to the Errors and Corruptions of the Church 
of Rome. Qnarto. Firſt and Second Parts. 
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